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NEWS

LAW CENTER PROFESSOR PRESENTS AT 
TULSA LAW REVIEW SYMPOSIUM 

Professor Gail Stephenson presented her paper Were It Not for Tulsa at the Tulsa 
Law Review’s Symposium Commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the Tulsa Race 
Massacre. Professor Stephenson’s paper discussed how Martha and Travis Sipuel 
were burned out of their home in the Greenwood District of Tulsa in 1921, leading 
Martha Sipuel to become a civil rights activist. Her daughter, Ada Lois Sipuel 
Fisher, volunteered to be the test plaintiff in the lawsuit to integrate the University 
of Oklahoma Law School. That lawsuit’s success hastened the desegregation 
of higher education throughout America and was foundational in Brown v. 
Board of Education.
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Law Center partners with  community 
organizations, institutions to host 

Juneteenth activities
To celebrate Juneteenth, Law Center partnered with Montgomery, AL and 
Jackson, MS community organizations and institutions to create a slate of 
activities for both areas to participate and commemorate the holiday as a 
family. 

Jasmine Hunter, director of external affairs, led the charge in Montgomery 
while Ada Goodly, director of the Louis A. Berry Institute for Civil Rights 
and Justice led efforts in Jackson. Activities ranged from panel discussions on 
Black Lives Matter and restorative justice to a freedom walk to memorialize 
the path slaves took to be sold. 

Efforts were done in partnership with PBS Frontline’s project Un(re)solved, 
which is a  story of a list of Civil Rights era cold cases being investigated by 
the FBI. 



Ebony Cormier
Cormier has been selected as the national director of corporate 

engagement for the National Black Law Student Association.

student highlights

Kenyatta Barthelemy
Barthelemy was selected as a 2021 Peggy Browning Fund Summer 
Scholar.

Thomas will be representing the Law Center during her upcoming 
internship with the City of Birmingham’s Dept. of Innovation and 
Economic Opportunity.

This internship is through the HBCUvc program which seeks 
to increase access to capital for Black, Indigenous, and Latinx 

entrepreneurs.

Tiana Thomas

Destiny Wells
Wells was selected to participate in the 2021 Summer Internship 
Trainee Program with the Corporate Counsel Women of Color. Wells 
will be exposed to learning about the practice of law including 
non-profit law, compliance, privacy, copyright and trademarks, 
and more.
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student highlights

Ochiagha and Ragas have been selected as 2021-2022 Ms. JD Fellows. 

Trezell RagasQuiana-Joy Ochiagha 

Ashley Leonard and Fernanda Contreras were selected for summer internships with 
Balch & Bingham. Ashley will be working in the Gulfport, MS office, and Fernanda 
will be in the Birmingham, AL office.

Fernanda ContreasAshley Leonard 

Jaylen Thomas
Thomas is participating in a clerkship with the Shelby County School’s 

Board of Education in Memphis, Tennessee with the Office of 
General Counsel as well as the Louisiana Center for Children’s 
Rights in New Orleans, Louisiana.
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alumni highlights
Paula Shepherd 

Shepherd has been promoted to senior vice president of benefits 
operations with Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana.

She participated in the Law Center’s first evening division cohort in 
2004. 

FaCulty highlights
Adam Crepelle

Crepelle is a recipient of the 2021 Sabbatical Research Fellowship 
from the Institute for Humane Studies.

student highlights

Benjamin and Kandara will represent the Law Center as 2021 fellows for the John 
Paul Stevens Fellowship Foundation. Benjamin will work at the Harris County District 
Attorney’s Office, and Kandara will work in the East Baton Rouge Office of the Public 
Defender’s office.

Victor Ugo Benjamin Hacer Kandara
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Meshea L. Poore
Poore is the new president of the Big 12 Association of Diversity 

Officers in Higher Education.

upComing event
2021 Cannabis Symposium

alumni highlights
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