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Dear Jaguar Nation,

As we reflect on the month of March, I am filled with immense pride and gratitude for the

meaningful series of events that have taken place across our Southern University community.

During Women’s History Month, our campus came together to honor the legacy, leadership, and

enduring contributions of women. Through engaging panels, cultural exhibitions, and student-led

initiatives, we celebrated the voices and achievements of women who continue to shape our

institution and our society. These moments not only recognized excellence but also reinforced our

shared commitment to equity, empowerment, and progress.

This month also marked the celebration of Founders’ Month, a time to honor the rich history,

vision, and resilience upon which Southern University was built. As we reflected on our legacy, we

were reminded of the responsibility we carry to uphold and advance the mission of this great

institution for future generations.

Additionally, I am deeply humbled by the 146th Convocation and Investiture held in recognition of

my service as Chancellor. I am grateful for the outpouring of support and the opportunity to

continue serving this institution that means so much to all of us. This moment was not just a

personal milestone, but a celebration of our collective commitment to excellence, innovation, and

impact.

As we reach the midpoint of the semester, I encourage each of you to remain focused, energized,

and committed to your academic and professional goals. This is a critical time in the semester an

opportunity to recommit, refocus, and finish strong.

Let us carry forward the spirit of this remarkable month, honoring our history, celebrating our

progress, and continuing to build a future grounded in excellence.

Thank you to all who contributed to making this month impactful and memorable.

MESSAGE FROM.. .

Chancellor  Chancellor  
PIERREPIERREPIERRE

John K. Pierre
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In her remarks, she emphasized the university’s commitment to academic excellence, leadership

development, and cultivating scholars who are prepared to make a meaningful impact in their communities

and beyond.

Representing the Southern University Office of Admissions, Mark Young, Academic Recruiter, provided

valuable insight into the admissions process and encouraged students to take full advantage of the

opportunities available at Southern. His message reinforced that Southern is not just a place to earn a

degree, but a place to discover purpose and build a future.

Financial readiness and access were also key components of the session. Ms. Charnell Tademy, MSW,

representing the Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance, offered guidance on available resources,

scholarships, and strategies to support students and families in navigating the financial aid process.

The program also highlighted pathways to advanced professional study. Attorney Michael Garrard, Visiting

Professor at the Southern University Law Center, shared insights into legal education and encouraged

students to consider the transformative impact of pursuing a career in law.

More than just an event, Signing Day served as a milestone moment, affirming students’ decisions to join a

legacy institution rooted in culture, excellence, and opportunity. As future Jaguars prepare to begin their

academic journeys, the event underscored a powerful message: at Southern University, students are not

only educated, they are empowered.

With excitement in the air and futures on the horizon, the next generation of Southern scholars is ready to

take the next step, boldly and confidently.

The spirit of excellence and opportunity was on full display as

Southern University hosted its Signing Day and Information Session,

bringing together prospective students, families, and university

leaders for a meaningful and celebratory experience.

The program began with a heartfelt Invocation and Welcome led by

sophomore students Eriq Wilson and Imani Duncan, who set a tone

of pride, purpose, and anticipation for the journey ahead. Their words

reflected the energy of current students who embody the Jaguar

legacy and serve as examples of what it means to thrive at Southern.

Attendees were then greeted by Deadra James Mackie, Interim Dean

of the Dolores Spikes Honors College.
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College of Business and Computer Science
Students Competing in the Battle of the Brains

Computer Science Business

Blaire Mitchell
&

Devon Bobo 

Kampbell Mack, Omari Kuti &
Koriona Boyd, Ohikhuae Oyakhire

 

March 10 - 15, 2026 the students participated in the HBCU Battle of the
Brains pitch competition in Austin, Texas. They also had the opportunity to
network and participate in a career fair.

Students from the College of Business and

Computer Science at Southern University

continue to exemplify academic excellence and

innovation through their participation in the

HBCU Battle of the Brains Pitch Competition,

held March 10–15, 2026, in Austin, Texas.

Representing the Computer Science discipline,

Blaire Mitchell and Devon Bobo demonstrated

strong technical knowledge, critical thinking, and

collaborative problem-solving throughout the

competition. Their participation highlighted the

depth of talent within Southern University’s

technology programs.

On the business side, Kampbell Mack, Omari

Kuti, Koriona Boyd, and Ohikhuae Oyakhire

brought strategic insight, creativity, and

entrepreneurial thinking to the pitch competition.

Their ability to develop and present innovative

ideas showcased the strength and preparation of

students within the College of Business.

Beyond the competition, students also had the opportunity to network with industry professionals and

participate in a career fair, gaining valuable exposure to potential career pathways, internships, and

professional connections. These experiences further enriched their time in Austin, allowing them to

engage directly with leaders across various industries.

The HBCU Battle of the Brains is more than a competition, it is a platform that empowers students to

apply their knowledge, expand their networks, and step confidently into professional spaces. Through this

experience, Southern University students not only represented their institution with pride but also

positioned themselves for future success.

As they return to campus, these students carry with them not only the experience of competition, but also

new connections, insights, and inspiration, continuing to embody the excellence and legacy of Jaguar

Nation.
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Students from the Music Program at Southern University are receiving well-deserved recognition following an

outstanding showing at the National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS) conference, held February 26–28,

2026, at University of Louisiana Monroe in Monroe, Louisiana.

Under the leadership of Professor Richard Hobson, Affiliate Artist in Voice and Director of Opera, Southern

University sent six talented voice students to compete, and returned with an impressive four awards.

Leading the group was Keena Pillette, who earned First Place in the Operatic Division IX and Second Place in the

Hall Johnson Negro Spiritual category, securing two medals for her exceptional performances.

Nickerra Sam captured First Place in Operatic Division XI, while Serena Smith earned Third Place in Operatic

Division VII, further showcasing the program’s vocal excellence.

The remaining three participants, though not advancing to the final round, achieved scores above 90, reflecting a

high level of preparation, discipline, and artistry across the entire group.

Notably, Southern University was the only HBCU represented at the conference, a distinction that underscores both

the talent of its students and the strength of its music program. Their success highlights the university’s

commitment to cultivating diverse artistic expression and preparing students to compete, and excel on national

stages.

Professor Hobson expressed immense pride in his students, noting that their achievements continue to demonstrate

that Southern University’s Music Program is both multifaceted and highly competitive, making it an increasingly

attractive destination for aspiring musicians.

He also extended sincere appreciation to Dr. Cynthia Bryant for her financial support, which helped make the

students’ participation in the conference possible.

As these students return to campus with accolades and invaluable experience, they carry forward a powerful

message: excellence in the arts thrives at Southern University, and its students are ready to take their place on any

stage.
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The Men’s Federation Conference, held March 23–24 at Southern University, brought together

attendees for a time of inspiration, fellowship, and empowerment.

The conference opened with welcome remarks from Chancellor John K. Pierre, who greeted

participants and set the tone for a meaningful and impactful gathering centered on leadership,

unity, and purpose.

As part of the conference programming, Southern University alumnus Joseph W. Walker III

served as the featured keynote speaker. Bishop Walker delivered a powerful address at 2:00 p.m.

in the Leon R. Tarver II Cultural and Heritage Center, inspiring attendees with a message

grounded in faith, leadership, and personal growth.

The conference provided a platform for meaningful engagement, leadership development, and

spiritual growth, while also highlighting the impact and influence of Southern University alumni.

Participants left the experience encouraged and empowered, reflecting the continued success

and significance of the Men’s Federation Conference within the Southern University community.
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On Friday, March 27  the Southern University community gathered in celebration and

tradition for the 146th Convocation and Investiture Ceremony honoring John K. Pierre

as Chancellor.”

th

While Chancellor Pierre has served in this role for nearly two years, the investiture

ceremony marked the formal and ceremonial recognition of his leadership and

continued commitment to the university.

This historic occasion brought together faculty, staff, students, alumni, and

distinguished guests to celebrate his vision and stewardship of the institution. Rooted

in academic tradition, the ceremony featured a formal procession, inspiring remarks,

and the symbolic investiture, where Chancellor Pierre was officially vested with the

authority and responsibility of his role.

Throughout the program, speakers reflected on Southern University’s enduring

commitment to excellence, access, and opportunity, values that Chancellor Pierre

continues to champion. His leadership remains focused on student success,

institutional growth, and strengthening the university’s impact both locally and

nationally.

Following the ceremony, guests were invited to a formal reception held at the new

Southern University Welcome Center, where attendees gathered to celebrate the

occasion in an atmosphere of fellowship and pride. The reception provided an

opportunity for members of the university community and honored guests to connect,

reflect on the significance of the moment, and look ahead to the future of Southern

University under Chancellor Pierre’s leadership.

The event marked not only a ceremonial milestone but also a renewed sense of unity

and purpose across Jaguar Nation, signaling a promising and forward-moving chapter

for the university.
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Southern University hosted its 2nd Annual

Academic Homecoming from March 27–

31, 2026, welcoming alumni, students, and

community partners for a weeklong

celebration under the theme “146 Years of

Legacy: A Commitment to Excellence, A

Future of Promise.”

The celebration opened with the

Founder’s Day Convocation and

Investiture honoring John K. Pierre,

marking a significant moment in the

university’s continued leadership and

legacy.

Throughout the weekend, events such as

Discover SU Day, National Academic

Signing Day, and Jazz & Arts on the Bluff

highlighted student engagement,

recruitment, and campus culture.

Sunday’s Honors College Day Picnic and

Churching with the Chancellor

emphasized fellowship and tradition.

The week concluded with Mentoring

Monday, Deans Roundtable discussions,

and SU Day at the Capitol, reinforcing the

university’s commitment to leadership,

collaboration, and community impact.

Academic Homecoming continues to

grow as a signature Southern University

tradition, celebrating academic

excellence, strengthening connections,

and honoring a legacy that continues to

shape the future.
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Southern University proudly marked a significant milestone on Monday, March 30, with the official ribbon

cutting ceremony for its new Welcome Center, a transformative addition designed to enhance the campus

experience for prospective students, visitors, alumni, and community partners.

University leadership, faculty, staff, students, and distinguished guests gathered to commemorate the

opening of the state-of-the-art facility, which stands as a symbol of Southern University’s continued

commitment to excellence, innovation, and hospitality.

Serving as a gateway to the university, the Welcome Center is designed to provide a centralized, welcoming

space where visitors can engage with the rich legacy and vibrant future of Southern University. The facility

will support campus tours, admissions programming, and special events, while showcasing the institution’s

history, achievements, and impact.

Chancellor Pierre delivered remarks during the ceremony, emphasizing the importance of creating spaces

that reflect the university’s legacy and aspirations.

“This Welcome Center represents more than just a building, it is a front door to opportunity,” said

Chancellor Pierre. “It embodies our commitment to providing an exceptional first impression and ensuring

that every visitor experiences the pride, tradition, and promise that define Southern University.”

Also offering remarks during the ceremony was Huey Lawson, who highlighted the collaborative efforts and

vision that brought the Welcome Center to life, underscoring its role in strengthening engagement and

enhancing the overall campus experience.

The ceremony included remarks from university leadership and stakeholders, followed by the official ribbon

cutting and tours of the facility. Attendees had the opportunity to explore the center’s modern design,

functional meeting spaces, and welcoming environment tailored to serve a wide range of campus and

community needs.

The opening of the Welcome Center comes at a pivotal time as Southern University continues to expand its

outreach, strengthen recruitment efforts, and deepen engagement with alumni and partners. The facility is

expected to play a key role in hosting major university events and initiatives moving forward.

As Southern University builds on its 146-year legacy, the Welcome Center stands as a powerful representation

of its enduring mission, honoring its rich history while boldly advancing toward the future.
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	“My journey at Southern University has been life-changing. The brotherhood I’ve built and the knowledge I’ve gained have shaped who I am and given me the confidence to go after what I want.” Jacoby Rey
	SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY BATON ROUGE
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	Chancellor
	Dear Jaguar Nation,
	As we reflect on the month of March, I am filled with immense pride and gratitude for the meaningful series of events that have taken place across our Southern University community.
	During Women’s History Month, our campus came together to honor the legacy, leadership, and enduring contributions of women. Through engaging panels, cultural exhibitions, and student-led initiatives, we celebrated the voices and achievements of women who continue to shape our institution and our society. These moments not only recognized excellence but also reinforced our shared commitment to equity, empowerment, and progress.
	This month also marked the celebration of Founders’ Month, a time to honor the rich history, vision, and resilience upon which Southern University was built. As we reflected on our legacy, we were reminded of the responsibility we carry to uphold and advance the mission of this great institution for future generations.
	Additionally, I am deeply humbled by the 146th Convocation and Investiture held in recognition of my service as Chancellor. I am grateful for the outpouring of support and the opportunity to continue serving this institution that means so much to all of us. This moment was not just a personal milestone, but a celebration of our collective commitment to excellence, innovation, and impact.
	As we reach the midpoint of the semester, I encourage each of you to remain focused, energized, and committed to your academic and professional goals. This is a critical time in the semester an opportunity to recommit, refocus, and finish strong.
	Let us carry forward the spirit of this remarkable month, honoring our history, celebrating our progress, and continuing to build a future grounded in excellence.
	Thank you to all who contributed to making this month impactful and memorable.
	John K. Pierre
	SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY BATON ROUGE

	COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND COMPUTER SCIENCE STUDENTS COMPETE IN BATTLE OF THE BRAINS
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	SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY CELEBRATES RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY FOR NEW WELCOME CENTER
	Southern University proudly marked a significant milestone on Monday, March 30, with the official ribbon cutting ceremony for its new Welcome Center, a transformative addition designed to enhance the campus experience for prospective students, visitors, alumni, and community partners.
	University leadership, faculty, staff, students, and distinguished guests gathered to commemorate the opening of the state-of-the-art facility, which stands as a symbol of Southern University’s continued commitment to excellence, innovation, and hospitality.
	Serving as a gateway to the university, the Welcome Center is designed to provide a centralized, welcoming space where visitors can engage with the rich legacy and vibrant future of Southern University. The facility will support campus tours, admissions programming, and special events, while showcasing the institution’s history, achievements, and impact.
	Chancellor Pierre delivered remarks during the ceremony, emphasizing the importance of creating spaces that reflect the university’s legacy and aspirations.
	“This Welcome Center represents more than just a building, it is a front door to opportunity,” said Chancellor Pierre. “It embodies our commitment to providing an exceptional first impression and ensuring that every visitor experiences the pride, tradition, and promise that define Southern University.”
	Also offering remarks during the ceremony was Huey Lawson, who highlighted the collaborative efforts and vision that brought the Welcome Center to life, underscoring its role in strengthening engagement and enhancing the overall campus experience.
	The ceremony included remarks from university leadership and stakeholders, followed by the official ribbon cutting and tours of the facility. Attendees had the opportunity to explore the center’s modern design, functional meeting spaces, and welcoming environment tailored to serve a wide range of campus and community needs.
	The opening of the Welcome Center comes at a pivotal time as Southern University continues to expand its outreach, strengthen recruitment efforts, and deepen engagement with alumni and partners. The facility is expected to play a key role in hosting major university events and initiatives moving forward.
	As Southern University builds on its 146-year legacy, the Welcome Center stands as a powerful representation of its enduring mission, honoring its rich history while boldly advancing toward the future.
	SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY BATON ROUGE
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