
 

 

SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 (Following the Legislative Committee) 

Friday, April 24, 2009 

Board of Supervisors’ Meeting Room 

2
nd

 Floor, J.S. Clark Administration Building 

Southern University – Baton Rouge, LA 

  

 

AGENDA 

  

1.  Call to order and Invocation 

 

2.  Roll Call 

 

3.  Adoption of the Agenda 

 

3A.  Public Comments 

 

4A.  Update and discussion regarding the following legal actions  (Executive Session 

  may be required) 

  1.    Dr. Ralph Slaughter versus Southern University Supervisors Board (Number C577011, 

Section “24,” 19
th

 JDC, East Baton Rouge Parish, State of Louisiana) Petition for 

Injunction and Judgment Rendering the Vote taken March 27, 2009 void. 

         

  2.    Dr. Ralph Slaughter versus Board of Supervisors of Southern University and 

Agricultural and Mechanical College (19
th

 JDC, East Baton Rouge Parish, State of 

Louisiana,  Docket No. 577092, Section “D”). 

 

  3.  Dr. Ralph Slaughter versus Dale Atkins, Johnny Anderson, Tony Clayton and Lea Polk 

Montgomery, U.S. District Court, Middle District of Louisiana, Civil Action No. 09-

190-FJP-CN 

 

4B.  Any action that may be required regarding Litigation 1, 2, and 3 under 4A above. 

 

5.  Action Items 

 

A.  Minutes of the March 27, 2009 regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors 

 

B. Committee Reports and Recommendations 

1. Academic Affairs 

2. Athletics 

3. Facilities and Property 

4. Finance and Audit 

5. Legal Affairs 



 

6. Legislative 

7. Personnel 

8. Student Affairs 

    

C. Resolutions 

a. Condolences 

b. Commendations 

 

6.  Informational Items 

A.  System and Campus Reports 

 

7.  Adjournment 
 

 

 



SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Friday, March 27, 2009 

Board of Supervisors’ Meeting Room 

2
nd

 Floor, J. S. Clark Administration Building 

Southern University-Baton Rouge 

 

M I N U T E S 

 

 The meeting of the Southern University Board of Supervisors was convened by the Chairman, 

Atty. Tony M. Clayton.  The invocation was given by Atty. Jefferson. 

 

PRESENT 

Atty. Tony M. Clayton, Chairman 

Mrs. Lea P. Montgomery, Vice Chairman 

Atty. Murphy Bell, Jr. 

Mr. Patrick W. Bell 

Mr. Richard J. Caiton 

Atty. Walter Dumas 

Atty. Warren A. Forstall 

Atty. Randal A. Gaines 

Mr. Walter Guidry 

Atty. Patrick O. Jefferson 

Mr. Myron K. Lawson 

Atty. Patrick Magee 

Mr. Darren G. Mire 

Mr. Murphy Nash, Jr. 

Mr. Jamal A. Taylor 

Mr. Achilles Williams 

 

ABSENT 

None 

 

UNIVERSITY PERSONNEL IN ATTENDANCE 

System President Ralph Slaughter 

Vice Presidents Kassie Freeman, Napoleon Moses, and Tolor E. White 

Chancellors Ray Belton, Kofi Lomotey, Freddie Pitcher, Victor Ukpolo, and Leodrey Williams 

*** 

Atty. Winston Decuir, Sr. - Board Counsel 
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AGENDA ITEM 3: ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 

 On motion of Mrs. Montgomery, seconded by Mr. Taylor, the agenda was adopted, as printed. 

 

 Motion carried unanimously. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 4: ACTION ITEMS 

 

A. Minutes of the February 27, 2009 regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors 

 

On motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Atty. Forstall, 

 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for the Southern University System that the minutes of 

the February 27, 2009 regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors be and they are hereby 

approved. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

*** 

 

B. Report from the Personnel Affairs Committee regarding the Annual Performance 

Evaluation of Southern University System President Ralph Slaughter 

 

Chairman Clayton noted that the Personnel Committee’s report on the President’s evaluation 

had been received by him on behalf of the Board and the Committee had discussed the results 

with Dr. Slaughter.     

 

*** 

 

 On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Lawson, 

 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of the Southern University System that the 

Committee’s report be and it is received into the record. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AGENDA ITEM 5C: CONSIDERATION AND ACTION REGARDING THE RENEWAL 

AND/OR EXTENSION OF SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY SYSTEM PRESIDENT RALPH 

SLAUGHTER’S EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT WHICH EXPIRES ON JUNE 30, 2009, 

AND HIS EMPLOYMENT BEYOND JUNE 30, 2009. 

 

 On motion of Atty. Magee, seconded by Mrs. Montgomery, 

 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for the Southern University System that the 

employment contract of Southern University System President, Dr. Ralph Slaughter, which 

expires on June 30, 2009, not be renewed nor extended; and, Dr. Slaughter’s employment as 

System President cease on June 30, 2009. 

 

Motion carried.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  11 yeas:  Montgomery, M. Bell, Caiton, Dumas, Forstall, 

Guidry, Jefferson, Magee, Mire, Nash, and Clayton; 5 nays:  P. Bell, Gaines, Lawson, Taylor, and 

Williams; 0 abstentions. 

 

*** 

 Board Chairman Clayton announced that a Special Board Meeting would take place on April 15, 

2009.  At that time, the Board will decide whether Dr. Slaughter would be placed on administrative 

leave with pay and an interim System President appointed. 

 

Continuing, Mr. Clayton advised that a focused search committee appointed by the Board would 

be utilized to fill the President’s position.  Persons listed below were named as members of the System 

President’s Focus Search Committee: 

 

Mr. Matthew Butler, Shaw Group, business community  

Mrs. Gloria Moultrie, SUNO Campus 

Mr. Theron Jackson, Shreveport Campus 

Dr. Raymond Lockett, Baton Rouge Campus, faculty representative 

Mr. Jamal Taylor (or his successor on the Board), student representative 

Mr. Donald Wade, retired employee 

Atty. Murphy Bell, Jr., 6
th

 Congressional District, Board representative  

Atty. Domoine Rutledge, Chairman, Southern University National Alumni President 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Atty. Clayton asked Mr. Rutledge to get in contact with the committee members to have a 

meeting by Friday, April 3
rd

 to layout the platform for the focus search.   

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 5D: COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

 On motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Mrs. Montgomery, the following resolutions and 

committee reports were approved. 

 

 Motion carried unanimously. 

 

1.) Academic Affairs Committee 

 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for the Southern University System, upon the 

recommendation of the Academic Affairs Committee, that Southern University-Baton Rouge 

Administration’s request to posthumously award a Bachelor of Science degree in Management to 

Ms. Delonda Jean Batiste during the Spring 2009 Commencement Exercises be and it is hereby 

approved. 

 

***  

 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for the Southern University System, upon the 

recommendation of the Academic Affairs Committee, that the Southern University-Baton Rouge 

Administration’s request to rescind the September 2008 Board action on the tenure application 

for Dr. Anitra Wilson and that it be officially withdrawn, be and it is hereby approved. 

 

 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary to the Board is authorized to note this action  in all 

records of the Board affected by it. 

  

*** 

 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for the Southern University System, upon the 

recommendation of the Academic Affairs Committee, that the Southern University at 

 

Baton Rouge Administration’s request to rescind the September 2008 Board action to deny Dr. 

Riad Yehya’s application for tenure and promotion; and, to approve Dr. Yehya’s application for 

promotion to Professor with tenure, effective Fall 2008, be and it is hereby granted. 

 

***  

 



RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for the Southern University System, upon the 

recommendation of the Academic Affairs Committee, that the Southern University-Baton Rouge 

Administration’s request to establish the endowed professorships listed below, be and it is hereby 

approved. 

 

--- Formosa/Prince Hall Endowed Professorship in Chemistry, SUBR 

--- Tolor E. White/Casino Rouge Endowed Professorship in Accounting, SUBR 

--- Leon R. Tarver/Casino Rouge Endowed Professorship in Public Policy, SUBR 

--- Louisiana Outside Counsel/Vanue B. LaCour Endowed Professorship in Law, SULC 

--- Kleinpeter Family/College of Education Endowed Professorship, SUBR 

 

2.) Facilities and Property Committee 

 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for the Southern University System, upon the 

recommendation of the Facilities and Property Committee, that the Administration’s request to 

proceed with the installation of elevators and an air conditioning and heating system in the 

Health and Physical Education Building on the Southern University at New Orleans campus, be 

and it is hereby approved. 

 

3.) Finance and Audit Committee  

 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for the Southern University System, upon the 

recommendation of the Finance and Audit Committee, that the Southern University-Shreveport 

Administration’s request to increase the fee for student insurance by an amount of $20.00 for a 

total per semester fee of $35.00 to align with the actual rate of the insurance benefit, effective 

Fall 2009, be and it is hereby approved. 

 

***  

 

 

 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for the Southern University System, upon the 

recommendation of the Finance and Audit Committee, that BA-7 #3 which reflects a decrease in 

spending authority and self-generated funds for the Southern University-Baton Rouge campus 

and an increase in spending authority and self-generated funds for the Southern University Law 

Center for fiscal year 2008-2009 be and it is hereby approved. 

 

*** 

 

 



4.) Governance Committee 

 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for the Southern University System, upon the 

recommendation of the Governance Committee, that language changes to the Bylaws - Article 

III:  Committees, Sections 1, 7, 10, 13, 15 and 16 be and they are hereby approved. 

 

*** 

5.) Legislative Committee 

 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for the Southern University System, upon the 

recommendation of the Legislative Committee, that the Committee’s report be and it is hereby 

approved. 

 

 The report included updates on: 1.) anticipated budget cuts for FY 2009-10, by System; 

2.) SU campus visits by local, state and federal delegations; 3.) the 2009 State of Black 

Louisiana Conference which was held on March 21; 4.) a summary of the University’s 

legislative priorities at the federal and state levels; 5.) pre-filed bills (as of March 26) affecting 

higher education; and 6.) the Schedule of Southern University’s 2009 Legislative Activities.  

Note was taken that the Schedule did not include May 15, 2009 – the due date for Financial 

Disclosure Reports. 

 

 Mr. Bell requested the Board Chair to schedule a date on which Board members could 

receive a refresher session on Governmental Ethics.  

 

AGENDA ITEM 5E: RESOLUTIONS 

 

 On motion of Mr. Bell, seconded by Mr. Mire, the following resolutions were approved: 

 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for the Southern University System that Board 

commendations be and they are hereby extended to Dr. Joe Leonard, Jr., an alumnus of Southern 

University-Baton Rouge and Senior Advisor to U.S. Representative Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick, 

on his nomination for Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

 

***  

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for the Southern University System that the Board’s 

Condolences be and they are hereby extended to the families of persons listed below: 

 

--- Abeeku Nyamekye 

--- Nyoka Bethley-Broussard 

--- Beverly Robinson-Downs 



--- Shanell Fontenot 

--- Cecilia Clara Ordone 

--- Mary Larche’ 

--- Marie A. Baham 

--- James Samuel Reed 

--- Effie Vidrine Arvie 

--- Venice Holliday-Robins 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 6: INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

 

A. System and Campus Reports 

 

The System President and Campus Chancellors provided a monthly report of activities related to 

their respective entities. 

 

B. SU-ULL Golf Tournament Presentation 

 

Mr. Curtis Hollinger, Hollinger Serveology Clinic, LCC, requested the Board’s support of the 

Louisiana Athletic Student Fest activities on September 4-5 in Lafayette, LA that are planned in 

conjunction with the 2009 Southern University game with the University of Louisiana at Lafayette.  Mr. 

Hollinger specifically noted the scheduled Golf Challenge between supporters of the two universities. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 7: ADJOURNMENT 

 

 On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Atty. Bell, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 

Ralph Slaughter, Secretary    Tony M. Clayton, Chairman 

Board of Supervisors     Board of Supervisors 

Southern University System    Southern University System 

 

 



 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
9:00 A.M. 

Friday, March 27, 2009 

Board of Supervisors’ Meeting Room 

2
nd

 Floor, J. S. Clark Administration Building 

Southern University-Baton Rouge 

 

M I N U T E S 

 

 The meeting of the Academic Affairs Committee of the Southern University Board of 

Supervisors was convened by Chairman, Atty. Patrick O. Jefferson.  The invocation was given by Atty. 

Jefferson. 

 

PRESENT: 

Atty. Patrick O. Jefferson, Chairman 

Mr. Walter Guidry, Jr. 

Mrs. Lea P. Montgomery 

Mr. Jamal A. Taylor 

Mr. Achilles Williams 

Atty. Tony M. Clayton, Ex-Officio 

 

ABSENT: 

Mr. Myron K. Lawson, Vice Chairman 

Atty. Walter Dumas 

 

UNIVERSITY PERSONNEL ATTENDING: 

System President Ralph Slaughter; System Vice Presidents Kassie Freeman, Napoleon Moses and Tolor 

E. White; Chancellors Ray Belton, Kofi Lomotey, Freddie Pitcher, Victor Ukpolo and Leodrey Williams 

 

*** 

Atty. Winston Decuir, Sr., Board Counsel 

 

AGENDA ITEM 3: ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 

 On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Guidry, the agenda was adopted, as printed.   

 

 Motion carried unanimously. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 4: PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

 None 

 

 

 

 



AGENDA ITEM 5: ACTION ITEMS 

A. Awarding of Bachelor of Science Degree posthumously, SUBR 

 

 On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Guidry, the Committee approved, and so 

recommends to the Board, the SUBR Administration’s request to posthumously award a Bachelor of 

Science degree in Management to Ms. Delonda Jean Batiste during the Spring 2009 Commencement 

Exercises. 

 

 Motion carried unanimously.   

 

 Ms. Batiste was a candidate for graduation in good standing at the time of her untimely death 

resulting from a vehicular accident on December 24, 2008. 

 

B. Correction/Revision of Tenure and Promotion Recommendations, SUBR 

 

1.)  Dr. Anitra Wilson 

 

On motion of Mr. Guidry, seconded by Mrs. Montgomery, the Committee approved, and so 

recommends to the Board,  the Administration’s request to rescind the September 2008 Board action on 

the tenure application for Dr. Anitra Wilson (SUBR), that it be officially withdrawn; and that the records 

be updated to reflect this action. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

  

 Recent information brought to the Administration’s attention revealed that Dr. Wilson was no 

longer a University employee at the time her tenure application was submitted for Board action. 

 

2.) Dr. Riad Yehya 

 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Williams, the Committee approved, and so 

recommends to the Board, the SUBR Administration’s request to rescind the September 2008 Board 

action on Dr. Riad Yehya’s tenure and promotion application and to approve Dr. Yehya’s application for 

promotion to professor with tenure, effective Fall 2008. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 Dr. Yehya’s application denial was under appeal at the time the recommendation was submitted 

by the administration for Board action. 

 

C. Endowed Professorships 

 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mrs. Montgomery, the Committee approved, and so 

recommends to the Board, the establishment of the following endowed professorships. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 



---Formosa/Prince Hall Endowed Professorship in Chemistry, SUBR 

---Tolor E. White/Casino Rouge Endowed Professorship in Accounting, SUBR 

---Leon R. Tarver/Casino Rouge Endowed Professorship in Public Policy, SUBR 

---Louisiana Outside Counsel/Vanue B. LaCour Endowed Professorship in Law, SULC 

---Kleinpeter Family/College of Education Endowed Professorship, SUBR 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 6: OTHER BUSINESS 

 

 None 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 7: ADJOURNMENT 

 

 On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Guidry, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

 

       _______________________________________ 

       Secretary, SU Board of Supervisors 

 

 

       _______________________________________ 

       Chairman, SU Board of Supervisors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FINANCE AND AUDIT COMMITTEE 

Friday, March 27, 2009 

Board of Supervisors’ Meeting Room 

2
nd

 Floor, J.S.  Clark Administration Building 

Southern University – Baton Rouge 

 

MINUTES 

 

 The meeting of the Finance and Audit Committee of the Southern University Board of 

Supervisors was convened by the Chair, Mrs. Lea P. Montgomery.  

Committee Members Present 

Mrs. Lea P. Montgomery, Chair 

Mr. Richard J. Caiton 

Atty. Warren A. Forstall  

Atty. Patrick O. Jefferson 

Mr. Myron K. Lawson 

Mr. Darren G. Mire 

Atty. Tony M. Clayton, Ex-Officio 

 

Committee Members Absent 

Atty. Walter C. Dumas, Vice Chairman 

Mr. Myron K. Lawson 

 

University Personnel Attending 

System President Ralph Slaughter; System Vice Presidents Kassie Freeman, Napoleon Moses and Tolor 

E. White; Chancellors Ray Belton, Kofi Lomotey, Freddie Pitcher, Victor Ukpolo, and Leodrey 

Williams 

*** 

Atty. Winston DeCuir, Sr. – Board Counsel 

*** 

AGENDA ITEM 3:  ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 On motion of Atty. Jefferson, seconded by Mr. Mire, the agenda was adopted, as printed. 

Motion carried unanimously. 



AGENDA ITEM 4:  PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

AGENDA ITEM 5: ACTION ITEM 

A. Student Insurance Fee Increase, SUSLA 
 

 On motion of Atty. Jefferson, seconded by Mr. Mire, the Committee approved, and so 

recommends to the Board, the SUSLA Administration’s request to increase the fee for student 

insurance by an amount of $20.00 for a total per-semester fee of $35.00 to align with the actual 

rate of the insurance benefit.  The increase will become effective Fall 2009. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

B.  BA-7# 3, SUBR and SULC 

 

 On motion of Atty. Jefferson, seconded by Mr. Mire, the Committee approved, and so 

recommends to the Board, BA-7 #3 which reflects a decrease in spending authority and self-

generated funds for the Southern University - Baton Rouge Campus; and an increase in spending 

authority and self-generated funds for the Southern University Law Center for fiscal year 2008-

2009. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 6: OTHER BUSINESS 

None 

 

AGENDA ITEM 7:  ADJOURNMENT 

 

 On motion of Mr. Mire, seconded by Atty. Jefferson, the meeting was adjourned. 

     ________________________________________ 

     Secretary, SU Board of Supervisors 

     _______________________________________ 

     Chairman, SU Board of Supervisors



 

FACILITIES AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

Friday, March 27, 2009 

Board of Supervisors’ Meeting Room 

2
nd

 Floor, J.S. Clark Administration Building 

Southern University – Baton Rouge 

 

MINUTES 

 

 The meeting of the Facilities and Property Committee of the Southern University Board 

of Supervisors was convened by the Chairman, Mr. Walter Guidry. 

 

Committee Members Present 

Mr. Walter Guidry, Chairman 

Mr. Murphy Nash, Jr., Vice Chairman 

Mr. Richard J. Caiton 

Atty. Walter C. Dumas 

Atty. Warren A. Forstall 

Atty. Tony M. Clayton, Ex-Officio 

 

Committee Members Absent 

Mr. Patrick W. Bell 

Mr. Myron K. Lawson 

 

University Personnel Attending 

System President Ralph Slaughter; System Vice Presidents Kassie Freeman, Napoleon Moses 

and Tolor E. White; Chancellors Ray Belton, Kofi Lomotey, Freddie Pitcher, Victor Ukpolo, and 

Leodrey Williams 

*** 

Atty. Winston DeCuir, Sr. – Board Counsel 

 

*** 



AGENDA ITEM 3:  ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 

 On motion of Mr. Nash, seconded by Atty. Forstall, the agenda was adopted, as printed. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 4:  PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

AGENDA ITEM 5: ACTION ITEM 

 

A. Installation of Elevators; Air Conditioning and Heating System - Health and 

Physical Education Building, SUNO 
 

 

 On motion of Mr. Caiton, seconded by Atty. Forstall, the Committee approved, and so 

recommends to the Board, approval of the Administration’s request to proceed with the 

installation of elevators and an air conditioning and heating system in the Health and Physical 

Education Building on the Southern University at New Orleans. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 6: OTHER BUSINESS 

 

 Mr. Guidry reported that the project to replace hot water piping on the SUBR Campus 

was successfully bid. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 7:  ADJOURNMENT 

 

 On motion of Mr. Caiton, seconded by Atty. Forstall, the meeting was adjourned. 

     ________________________________________ 

     Secretary, S.U. Board of Supervisors 

 

     _______________________________________ 

     Chairman, S.U. Board of Supervisors 



 

GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 

Friday, March 27, 2009 

Board of Supervisors’ Meeting Room 

2
nd

 Floor, J. S. Clark Administration Building 

Southern University-Baton Rouge 

 

M I N U T E S 

 

 The meeting of the Governance Committee of the Southern University Board of 

Supervisors was convened by Chairman, Mr. Murphy Nash, Jr. 

 

PRESENT: 

Mr. Murphy Nash, Jr. Chairman 

Mr. Richard J. Caiton, Vice Chairman 

Atty. Randal L. Gaines 

Atty. Patrick O. Jefferson 

Mrs. Lea P. Montgomery 

Mr. Jamal A. Taylor 

Atty. Tony M. Clayton, Ex-Officio 

 

ABSENT: 

Mr. Patrick W. Bell 

Mr. Myron K. Lawson 

 

UNIVERSITY PERSONNEL ATTENDING: 

System President Ralph Slaughter; System Vice Presidents Kassie Freeman, Napoleon Moses 

and Tolor E. White; Chancellors Ray Belton, Kofi Lomotey, Freddie Pitcher, Victor Ukpolo and 

Leodrey Williams 

 

*** 

Atty. Winston Decuir, Sr., Board Counsel 

 

*** 

 

AGENDA ITEM 3: ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 

 On motion of Mrs. Montgomery, seconded by Atty. Jefferson, the agenda was adopted, as 

printed.   

 

 Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 4: PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

 None 



AGENDA ITEM 5: ACTION ITEMS 

 

D. By-Laws Changes 

 

 On motion of Mrs. Montgomery, seconded by Mr. Taylor, the Committee approved, and 

so recommends to the Board, changes to the following sections of the Board’s Bylaws, Article 

III: Committees, as follows. 

 

 Sections 1, 7, 10, 13, 15, and 16 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

The changes were necessary to ensure that the Bylaws provisions are current and 

accurately reflect Board approved revisions of its policies and procedures.   The changes to the 

Bylaws are attached to these minutes and on file in the Office of the Board. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 6: OTHER BUSINESS 

 

 None 

 

AGENDA ITEM 7: ADJOURNMENT 

 

 On motion of Mr. Caiton, seconded by Atty. Jefferson, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

      _______________________________________ 

       Secretary, SU Board of Supervisors 

 

 

      _______________________________________ 

       Chairman, SU Board of Supervisors 

















LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 

Friday, March 27, 2009 

Board of Supervisors’ Meeting Room 

2
nd

 Floor, J.S. Clark Administration Building 

Southern University – Baton Rouge 

 

MINUTES 

 

 The meeting of the Legislative Committee of the Southern University Board of 

Supervisors was convened by the Chairman, Mr. Patrick W. Bell. 

 

Committee Members Present 

Mr. Patrick W. Bell, Chairman 

Atty. Patrick O. Jefferson, Vice Chairman 

Atty. Warren A. Forstall 

Mr. Myron K. Lawson 

Atty. Patrick D. Magee 

Mr. Darren G. Mire 

Mrs. Lea P. Montgomery 

Atty. Tony M. Clayton, Ex-Officio 

 

Committee Members Absent 

None 

 

University Personnel Attending 

System President Ralph Slaughter; System Vice Presidents Kassie Freeman, Napoleon Moses 

and Tolor E. White; Chancellors Ray Belton, Kofi Lomotey, Freddie Pitcher, Victor Ukpolo, and 

Leodrey Williams 

*** 

Atty. Winston DeCuir, Sr. – Board Counsel 

*** 



 

AGENDA ITEM 3:  ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 

 On motion of Atty. Magee, seconded by Mr. Mire, the agenda was adopted, as printed. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 4:  PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

AGENDA ITEM 5: INFORMATIONAL ITEM 

 

A. Status Report on Legislative Priorities, System and Campuses 
 

 

 On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mrs. Montgomery, the Committee meeting was 

recessed for five minutes to allow for the dissemination of support documents relating to this 

item. 

-RECESS- 

 

-RECONVENTION- 

 

 A roll call vote established the presence of a quorum: 5 present, 1 out - Atty. Forstall. 

 

*** 

 The Committee reviewed SU’s scheduled 2009 Legislative Activities that was provided 

by the Administration.  The document also included updates on: (1) anticipated cuts to higher 

education in the 2009-10 budgets, by System; (2) Southern University campus visits by local, 

state and federal delegations; (3) the 2009 State of Black Louisiana Conference which was held 

on March 21; (3) a summary of the University’s legislative priorities at the federal and state 

levels; and (4) pre filed bills (as of March 26) affecting higher education.   

 



 The Committee was advised by Vice President Moses of the University’s request for $42 

million in federal appropriations to repair the ravine on the Baton Rouge Campus. 

 

 The Administration was requested to provide the following information to the 

Committee: 

 - A listing of all proposed legislation that affect Southern University and higher 

education (Atty. Dumas) 

 - The University’s position on all higher education - related legislation; bills 

sponsored and/or supported by the institution delineated. 

 - The University’s position relative to the proposed implementation of the Board of 

Regents performance-based formula funding to allocate higher education 

appropriations. 

 

 Mr. Mire reminded the Committee of the need for SU Board Members to aggressively 

lobby the Legislature in support of the University during the upcoming session. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 6: OTHER BUSINESS 

None 

 

AGENDA ITEM 7:  ADJOURNMENT 

 

 On motion of Mr. Mire, seconded by Atty. Magee, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

     ________________________________________ 

     Secretary, S.U. Board of Supervisors 

 

     _______________________________________ 

     Chairman, S.U. Board of Supervisors 



 

PERSONNEL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
Friday, March 27, 2009 

Board of Supervisors’ Meeting Room 

2
nd

 Floor, J. S. Clark Administration Building 

Southern University-Baton Rouge 

 
M I N U T E S 

 

 The meeting of the Personnel Affairs Committee of the Southern University Board of 

Supervisors was convened by the Chairman, Atty. Walter C. Dumas. 

 

PRESENT: 

Atty. Walter C. Dumas, Chairman 

Mr. Jamal A. Taylor, Vice Chairman 

Mr. Richard J. Caiton 

Mr. Myron K. Lawson 

Atty. Patrick D. Magee 

Mr. Darren G. Mire 

Mrs. Lea P. Montgomery 

Atty. Tony M. Clayton, Ex-Officio 

 

ABSENT: 

 

None 

 

UNIVERSITY PERSONNEL ATTENDING: 

System President Ralph Slaughter 

System Vice Presidents Kassie Freeman, Napoleon Moses and Tolor E. White 

Chancellors Ray Belton, Kofi Lomotey, Freddie Pitcher, Victor Ukpolo and Leodrey Williams 

 

*** 

 

Atty. Winston Decuir, Sr., Board Counsel 

 

 

*** 

 

AGENDA ITEM 3: ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 

 On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Atty. Magee, the agenda was adopted, as printed.   

 

 Motion carried unanimously. 

 

*** 

 



AGENDA ITEM 4: PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

 None 

 

*** 
 

AGENDA ITEM 5: ANALYSIS OF THE ANNUAL PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 

OF DR. RALPH SLAUGHTER AS PRESIDENT OF THE SU 

SYSTEM (EXECUTIVE SESSION) 

 

 On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mrs. Montgomery, the Committee convened into 

an executive session to analyze the results of the Board’s annual performance evaluation of Dr. 

Ralph Slaughter as President of the Southern University System. 

 

 Motion carried unanimously.  ROLL CALL VOTE:    8 yeas, 0 nays, 0 abstentions.  Mr. 

Lawson out. 

 

---EXECUTIVE SESSION--- 

 

 

---RECONVENTION--- 

 

 On motion of Mr. Taylor, seconded by Mrs. Montgomery, the Committee returned to 

open session. 

 

 Motion carried unanimously.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  9 yeas,  0 nays, 0 abstentions. 

 

*** 

 

 Committee Chairman Dumas announced that the Committee had looked at the annual 

evaluation of Dr. Slaughter.  He requested permission from Chairman Clayton to forward the 

results to the Board at a later time. 

 

 Mr. Clayton noted that the Board would receive the results later.  He also stated that the 

President was invited into the executive session for a colloquy with the Board and that the 

President’s evaluation was done successfully.  He stated that the evaluations ranged from 

satisfactory to excellent. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 6: OTHER BUSINESS 

 

 None 

 

 

 

 

 



AGENDA ITEM 7: ADJOURNMENT 

 

 On motion of Mrs. Montgomery, seconded by Mr. Taylor, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

      

 _______________________________________ 

       Secretary, SU Board of Supervisors 

 

      

 _______________________________________ 

       Chairman, SU Board of Supervisors 
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NEW ORLEANS, LA – Recently, Southern University at New Orleans (SUNO) welcomed 
Tony Russell, the Acting Director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Louisiana 
office.  Dr. Victor Ukpolo, the Chancellor of SUNO, toured several buildings with Russell as 
well as representatives from the offices of Senator Mary Landrieu and Congressman Anh 
“Joseph” Cao.  Representatives from the Louisiana Office of Facility Planning and Control 
were also on hand for the tour. 
 
The team toured the first floors of the SUNO Park Campus Administration Building, Educa-
tion Building and library.  The group also took a look at the upper floors of the New Science 
Building. 
 
"We are appreciative of the visit by Mr. Russell, and the presence of representatives for Sena-
tor Mary Landrieu and Congressman Cao, who are working hard to address several needs re-
garding totally rebuilding our infrastructure.  This kind of attention bodes well for the progress 
of our Park Campus," says Ukpolo. 
 
The visit is a follow-up to an early March visit from U.S. Homeland Security chief Janet Na-
politano and HUD chief Shaun Donovan. 
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New Louisiana FEMA chief visits SUNO 

The team 
toured the 

first floors of 
the SUNO 

Park  
Campus... 



College of Arts and Sci-
ences: 
The College of Arts and Sci-
ences just completed almost a 
month of Program Reviews 
by scholars from other insti-
tutions in the country. The 
following programs were 
evaluated: Criminal Justice 
(graduate and undergraduate), 
General Studies, Museum 
Studies, Psychology and So-
ciology. 
 
Department of Arts and 
Humanities 
The Department of Arts and 
Humanities won first place in 
the Departmental Multicul-
tural Contest.  Dr. Sudipta 
Das, Dr. Romanus Ejiaga, Dr. 
Anderson Tate, Dr. Xiongya 
Gao, Ms. Cynthia Ramirez, 
and Mr. Gary Oaks arranged 
an international cultural arti-
fact exhibition in celebration 
of International Week at 
SUNO on Wednesday, March 
18, 2009, in MPA #234.  
Many SUNO students and 
visitors including Ms. Jose-
phine Okoronkwo, Ms. Linda 
Hill, and Dr. Pamela Wanga 
graced the exhibition.  
 
Dr. Lora Helvie-Mason was 
accepted to present at the 
National Communication 
Association in two forums: 
First, a Great Idea for Teach 
Speech (GIFTS) presentation 
entitled "Living Model of the 
Interactive Process of Com-
munication" and secondly, as 
part of a panel presenting her 
paper, "Discourses of stabil-
ity and change?: Exploring 
complexities of women fac-
ulty experiences in Aca-
deme." Lastly, in March, Dr. 
Helvie-Mason and the Center 
for African and African 
American Studies held the 
second annual Women's 
Global Forum: Women tak-

ing the lead to save the planet 
on March 19. 

 
Dr. Carmelo Astilla attended 
the Colfax lecture at Loyola on 
March 19 with six of his stu-
dents. On March 20 and 21, he 
attended the 51st Annual Meet-
ing of the Louisiana Historical 
Association in Monroe, La., and 
visited the Poverty Point His-
torical site, which is the loca-
tion of Louisiana's prehistoric 
mound builders. 
 
Department of Natural Sci-
ence 
Dr. Elaasar participated in the 
SANE (Spin Asymmetries on 
the Nucleon Experiment) at 
Jefferson Lab in Newport 
News, Virginia from February 
10-17. 
 
Dr. Elaasar traveled to Alexan-
dria, Louisiana to participate in 
the Statewide Secondary to Post
-Secondary Planning Meeting 
on Friday, February 27th. 
 
Dr. Tietzel, Dr. Chen and Dr. 
Kim all participated in a grant 
writing workshop hosted by Dr. 
Belisle at SUNO on January 
30th. 
 
Dr. Tietzel presented a brief 
talk about "African Americans 
in Biological Sciences" on Feb. 
4th 2009 in the context of Black 
History Month activities organ-
ized by CAAAS. The bio-
graphical sketches were pre-
sented as positive role models 
in order to encourage students 
to pursue a career in biological 
sciences. Furthermore, the talk 
contributed to SUNO's mission 
to create an environment con-
ducive to learning and growth. 
 
Dr. Tietzel applied together 
with two students as a Faculty 
and Student Team at Pacific 

Northwest National Laboratory 
for summer research. 
 
Four of our Biology majors 
were selected to participate in 
SULI-Science Undergraduate 
Laboratory Internships (1) and 
FaST-Faculty and Student 
Team (3) programs this summer 
at Brookhaven National Labo-
ratory. These students will work 
with Dr. Murty S. Kambham-
pati along with other scientists 
at BNL for a period of 10 
weeks. 
 
Dr. Kambhampati submitted a 
supplemental grant to the Na-
tional Science Foundation for 
the amount of $30,000 to sup-
port stipends and travel for this 
endeavor. 
 
Drs. Omojola, Kambhampati, 
and Johnson submitted an 
HBCU-UP Implementation 
grant to NSF. Funds requested 
under this grant request a total 
of  $1.75 million for five years. 
 
Dr. Kambhampati and one of 
his mentees Mr. Jeffery 
Ambrose visited the NSLS fa-
cility at BNL (February 24-27, 
2009) to run soil samples under 
the supervision of Dr. Joseph 
Dvorak. 

 
Dr. Mostafa Elaasar attended 
The Physics and Astronomy 
New Faculty Workshop & Re-
union Meting, Sunday, March 
15, 2009 in Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania. 
 
Dr. Elaasar attended the Ameri-
can Physical Society March 
Meeting in Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania, March 16, 2009. 
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Dr. Elaasar attended the Qual-
ity Education for Minorities 
(QEM) Network, National 
Science Foundation (NSF) 
Innovation through Institu-
tional Integration (I3) Effort 
Regional Outreach Workshop 
for Minority-serving Institu-
tions in Houston, Texas on 
March 27 – 28, 2009. 

 
Dr. Illya Tietzel gave a con-
ference talk about his own 
original research about 
“Alternatively Activated 
Macrophages as a Niche for 
Chlamydia and its Impact on 
Classically Activated Macro-
phages at the International 4th 
Biennial Meeting of the Chla-
mydia Basic Research Soci-
ety, March 20 – 23, 2009 in 
Little Rock, Arkansas.  At the 
conference, Dr. Tietzel intro-
duced SUNO to attending 
researchers from many coun-
tries including USA, Canada, 
Australia and Germany among 
others. 

 
Dr. Tietzel was invited by the 
Program Director of the Cellu-
lar Systems Cluster of the 
National Science Foundation, 
Dr. Gregory W. Warr to serve 
as ad hoc reviewer of the grant 
proposal 0919681.  The Pro-
gram Director congratulated 
Dr. Tietzel for the timely, sub-
stantiated and successful re-
view of the grant proposal. 

 
Dr. Tietzel started communi-
cations with Assistant Profes-
sor Troy Skwor at Gannon 
University, Erie, Pennsylvania 
to exchange teaching experi-
ences and syllabi that will 
improve teaching his class at 
SUNO. 

 
Dr. Murty Kambhampati in-
vited Dr. Tietzel to initiate 
student research activities 
about coastal research, science 

and technology (CREST/
LUMCOM).  Dr. Tietzel de-
signed experiments to investi-
gate the presence of microbes 
in fish.  As an initial step, two 
fish tanks, 24 zebra fish and 
one bacterium were ordered as 
a model system.  Secondly, 
Dr. Kambhampati and the 
students retrieved wildlife fish 
to investigate microbial infec-
tion and compare the findings 
with the fish lab. 

 
Dr. Kambhampati has re-
ceived a travel grant for 
$7,120.00 from the National 
Institute of Science to support 
two faculty (Drs. Kambham-
pati and Omojola) and eight 
undergraduate Biology stu-
dents to participate in the 66th 
Joint Annual Beta Kappa Chi 
and National Institute of Sci-
ence Meeting in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia from March 25 – 29, 
2009.  During this conference, 
Drs. Joe Omojola and Kamb-
hampati received recognition 
awards for their mentoring 
and Ms. Carmen Maldonado 
received an award for being a 
role model student. 

 
Drs. Heon Kim and Penny 
Heath attended the 21st annual 
International Conference on 
Technology in Collegiate 
Mathematics (ICTCM) in 
New Orleans, March 13-14, 
2009. 
 
The entire Department of 
Natural Sciences participated 
in International Week with a 
tasty spread of local and inter-
national food including Ants 
on the Tree, jambalaya, craw-
fish étouffée, Sichuan beef, 
baklava and many more deli-
cious dishes.  Two of the fac-
ulty and one staff member 
came in native dress and a 
there were displays from 
Egypt and Germany.  The 

judges tried all the dishes and 
after much deliberation, 
awarded Natural Sciences a 
trophy in a tie with the mu-
seum exhibit created by Dr. 
Das and her staff in the De-
partment of Arts and Humani-
ties.  It was a fun way to cele-
brate International Week. 
 
Museum Studies 
In the month of March, Dr. 
Sara Hollis, Director of M.A. 
Museum Studies attended the 
meetings of the following 
committees on campus:  
Dean’s Council, Commence-
ment Committee, Strategic 
Planning Committee, and the 
Faculty Development Com-
mittee Meeting.  She also at-
tended a number of presenta-
tions on campus including the 
March 30th   Women’s Month 
Workshop.  Dr. Hollis also 
attended a number of exhibi-
tions and art openings in the 
city. 
 
M.A. Museum Studies hosted 
two Academic Review Con-
sultants in March.  The first, 
Dr. Eloise Johnson visited the 
Program from March 15th 
through March 17th.  Dr. 
Hollis took Dr. Johnson out to 
dinner on March 15th after she 
arrived at the hotel to begin 
the discussions of the review.  
She received her formal 
charge for the consultant visit 
on March 16th from Associate 
Vice-Chancellor for Academic 
Affairs Mr. Wesley Bishop, 
Esquire and Dean of Arts and 
Sciences Dr. Henry Mokosso.  
She was able to attend an im-
portant presentation for Inter-
national Week highlighting 
diversity.   
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Dr. Jiang was on the program 
along with the first Vietnam-
ese U.S. Representative Anh 
Cao.  She had lunch with Di-
rector, Dr. Hollis, Assistant 
Professor of Museum Studies 
Dr. Yu Jiang, and Dr. 
Mokosso.  Dr. Johnson then 
toured the campus with Dr. 
Yu Jiang.  In the late after-
noon, Dr. Hollis hosted a din-
ner attended by twenty-two 
Museum Studies students and 
some administrators, SUNO 
faculty members, community 
arts administrators, and Mu-
seum Studies faculty member 
Dr. Yu Jiang.  Honored at the 
dinner were consultant Dr. 
Eloise Johnson and Museum 
Studies student Mr. Leonard 
Tapia whose exhibition enti-
tled African Art Conservation 
Project Exhibition was visited 
by the dinner guests in Build-
ing 34 on the Lake Campus.  
A reception and program were 
held at the exhibition. 
 
On March 23rd through 25th, 
M.A. Museum Studies hosted 
its second Academic Review 
Consultant, Dr. Erness Hill.  
Dr. Hill is in charge of the 
M.A. Museum Studies Pro-
gram at our sister HBCU, 
Morgan State.  She was able 
to visit a number of faculty 
offices and administrative 
offices.  In the afternoon Dr. 
Hollis took her to the Library, 
Museum Studies Offices, the 
School of Graduate Studies 
and other campus areas.  As 
for the former consultant, Dr. 
Hollis hosted a dinner for Dr. 
Erness Hill,  with some eight-
een participants including the 
Faculty Senate President, Dr. 
George Amedee,  Dean 
Mokosso of Arts and Sci-
ences, Associate Vice-
Chancellor of Academic Af-
fairs, Wesley Bishop, Esquire, 
local arts administrators, and a 

number of M.A. Museum 
Studies students.  As the week 
before, a reception and pro-
gram were held at Mr. Leo-
nardo Tapia’s exhibition rep-
resenting his work on the con-
servation of SUNO’s African 
Art Collections damaged by 
the flood following Hurricane 
Katrina.  Mr. Tapia presented 
not only framed photos of the 
pieces in their original condi-
tion when first donated and 
their condition after the storm, 
but he also displayed in show-
cases, the objects in their cur-
rent condition after conserva-
tion.  Mr. Tapia worked with 
conservator Susie Seborg on 
the collection for over a year.  
Dr. David Adegboye was able 
to attend this session, as did 
Ms. Linda Hill, Mr. Haitham 
Eid, and Dr. Yu Jiang, as well 
as a number of M.A. Museum 
Studies students.  Dr. Hollis 
picked up consultant Dr. Hill 
on the last morning of her visit 
and took her by several of the 
museums and galleries where 
students have done internships 
in the program, including 
Stella Jones Gallery of Afri-
can American and African 
Art, the McKenna Museum, 
the New Orleans African 
American Museum, the New 
Orleans Jazz and Heritage 
Foundation Gallery, the Degas 
House, and the New Orleans 
Museum of Art.  She had her 
final meeting with Academic 
Affairs Vice-Chancellor Mr. 
Wesley Bishop and Dr. Henry 
Mokosso. 
 
General Studies 
The General Studies Program 
is housed in the College of 
Arts and Sciences and offers a 
Bachelor of General Studies 
degree.  The degree is de-
signed to provide students 
with a comprehensive liberal 
education with the flexibility 

to adapt and combine courses 
from traditional curricula.   
  
There were several staff meet-
ings held during the month of 
March.  The dates of the meet-
ings were March 5, 6, 19 & 
20, 2009.  The agenda items 
were focused on the planning 
of the following activities:  
   
Student Motivational Semi-
nar, April 16, 2009 (which 
has been expanded to include 
a professional development 
workshop) scheduled for 
March 17, 2009 and resched-
uled for April 16, 2009 at 11 
a.m. and 6 p.m.  A video of 
the seminar is to be posted on 
the web site “News” and also 
sent to the on-line students.  A 
speaker has been confirmed 
for the dates and times sched-
uled. Ms. Alfreda Harris is the 
team leader for this activity. 

 
In accordance with our Pro-
gram retention efforts, an-
nouncements about the April 
16, 2009 seminar will be sent 
to General Studies Program 
students that are non-active 
for about three years, from 
academic year 2007 to 2009 in 
an attempt to encourage their 
return to college.  
 
Graduating Seniors Exit 
Workshop, April 30, 2009- 
An annual meeting to assist 
General Studies Program 
graduating seniors and other 
seniors in the College of Arts 
and Sciences has been sched-
uled for April 29, 2009 at 11 
a.m. and at 6 p.m.  Students 
are provided an opportunity in 
one setting and location to 
complete the University exit-
ing requirements and obtain 
the appropriate signatures re-
quired for graduation clear-
ance.  Other College of Arts 
and Sciences graduating sen-
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iors are also invited to partici-
pate in the workshop.  Two 
times have been scheduled to 
assist students who may not be 
able to meet at the 11 a.m. hour, 
but some may find it more con-
venient to meet after the cus-
tomary work hour at 6 p.m. The 
Program office will sponsor a 
reception for the seniors follow-
ing the workshop. Ms. Marina 
Dumas-Haynes is the team 
leader for this activity.   
 
Honors and Awards Day Pro-
gram, April 15, 2009- The 
staff is preparing certificates for 
the General Studies Program 
students who meet the criteria 
for recognition at the Honor and 
Awards Day Program.  The 
Honors and Awards Day Pro-
gram recognizes students who 
have met the Dean’s List re-
quirements published by the 
Record’s Office for the Spring 
and Fall 2008 semesters.  There 
were eleven (11) General Stud-
ies Program majors who made 
the list; five are Spring 2009 
graduates.  The students’ aver-
ages range from 3.75- 4.0 for 
the respective semesters.   
 
Academic Program Reviews, 
March 9-11, 2009- There are 
two program reviewers sched-
uled to review the General 
Studies Program.  They are Dr. 
Peter Diplock, University of 
Connecticut and Dr. Robin 
Roberts, Louisiana State Uni-
versity. Dr. Peter Diplock re-
viewed the General Studies 
Program on March 9-11, 2009.  
All persons scheduled were in 
attendance with the exception 
of the Faculty Senate Chair.  
However, a follow-up meeting 
was held with the Faculty Sen-
ate Chair via telephone with Dr. 
Diplock. 

 
Academic Program Review, 

March 26-27, 2009- Dr. 
Robin Roberts is scheduled 
for review of the General 
Studies Program, March 26-
27, 2009.  A copy of the 
schedule is also attached. 
   
Additionally, the General 
Studies Director and staff 
have been involved in the fol-
lowing operational activities 
during the month of March: 
  
Revisions to program operat-
ing procedures are being im-
plemented to enhance student 
retention and graduation.  Stu-
dent curriculum program re-
views have been completed 
for all former teacher educa-
tion majors and the GSP coun-
selors are currently reviewing 
the remaining students in 
other area concentrations 
which should be completed by 
the end of March.  This activ-
ity should result in identifying 
students who have significant 
hours for graduation next year 
and to also aid students in 
completing the application for 
graduation form during the 
University established dates 
(twice annually).  
 
Counselors are currently con-
ducting curriculum program 
study reviews for seniors and 
completing Application for 
Graduation forms for Summer 
2009 Commencement.  There 
are 45 students cleared for 
Summer, 2009 graduation 
with six (6) noted with partici-
pation only status (6 hours 
pending completion require-
ment) and one (1) (no waiver 
signed with 6 hours pending 
completion).  There was one 
student who filed application 
for graduation but was not 
approved by the Records Of-
fice due to more than 15 credit 
hours needed by the student to 
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complete program requirements 
and that required an overload 
approval pending successful 
completion of the Spring 2009 
semester grades and qualifying 
grade point average.  An update 
on this student will be provided 
in the June Monthly Report. 
A new procedures manual is 
being developed and is cur-
rently in draft form to be re-
viewed by General Studies Pro-
gram staff.  Delay in complet-
ing the procedures manual and 
rescheduling of the Motiva-
tional Workshop occurred due 
to the involvement of the Gen-
eral Studies Program staff in 
academic program review plan-
ning, retention activities, clear-
ing students for graduation and 
program issues that required 
attention of the staff and the 
Director of General Studies 
involving other academic disci-
plines.   
Pre-Registration announce-
ments are being sent to all ac-
tively enrolled General Studies 
Program students for Summer 
and Fall, 2009 semesters. 

 
Staff Activities 
Dr. Mary R. Vaughn served as 
a panelist for the “Preparing 
Students for the Global World”  
Internationalizing Courses and 
Students Abroad” session of the 
10th Annual TMCF Member 
Universities Professional Insti-
tute & Exhibition, “Preparing 
The Best of the Best”, Thur-
good Marshall Conference in 
New Orleans, March 15-18, 
2009.  Several members of the 
faculty in the College of Arts 
and Sciences, as well as, a rep-
resentative from the SUNO 
administration attended the 
session.  Ms. Harris of the Gen-
eral Studies Program Office 
also attended. 
 
College of Business  



Accreditation: 
CBA received word from its 
Mentor, Dr. Mo Sarhan, Dean, 
School of Business at Savannah 
State University, that the 
AACSB Initial Accreditation 
Committee (IAC) has approved 
CBA’s Accreditation Plan 
(AP). CBA now has the ap-
proval of AACSB International 
to carry out its quality improve-
ment plan as approved.  
 
CBA has invited its Mentor, Dr. 
Mo Sarhan, Dean, School of 
Business at Savannah State 
University, to visit the SUNO 
campus on April 29-May 1, 
2009, to assist faculty and staff 
in operationalizing the ap-
proved AP. 
 
The four CBA accreditation sub
-committees have developed 
and sent a list of critical ques-
tions that they need the insight 
of the Mentor during his visit 
on April 29, 2009.  
 
CBA hosted two assemblies for 
all its students (11:00 AM and 
6:00 PM) on March 3, 2009, to 
update them on the progress 
made so far in the AACSB ac-
creditation process and the criti-
cal roles that they are expected 
to play in the process. 
 
CBA faculty and administration 
met to review, comment, revise, 
and approve architectural 
sketches of the proposed Col-
lege of Business Building from 
Hewittt-Washington & Associ-
ates, Campo & Associates, and 
Ellen Jenkins of Louisiana Fa-
cilities Planning office, March 
4, 2009. 
 
CBA hosted its Business Advi-
sory Board (BAB) on March 
31, 2009, to update the mem-
bers on overall accomplish-
ments, especially in relation to 

progress made in the AACSB 
accreditation process, new 
College of Business building, 
curriculum development, and 
assurance of learning. 

 
Journal Publications (under 
review) 
Omar, A., Kalulu, D., Bhutta, 
M. K. S., Assessment of Stu-
dent Online Course Participa-
tion,  (Accepted for upcoming 
publication) ISECON Infor-
mation Systems Education 
Journal.  
 
Student & Community Ser-
vice Activities: 
Igwe Udeh served as a Na-
tional Judge in the 2009 
Miller Urban Entrepreneurs 
Business Plan Competition in 
Chicago, Illinois (March 6-8, 
2009) 
 
Igwe Udeh and Frank Martin 
participated in another 
WEMX-FM radio talk show 
under the topic “Preserving 
Black Economic Gains During 
a Time of Socio-Economic 
Uncertainty,” on the 12th of 
March, 2009. 
 
Igwe Udeh, Frank Martin, and 
Adnan Omar participated in 
the 2009 George Washington 
Carver High School Career 
Day, on the 26th of March, 
2009 
 
Ms. Mary Ann Francois, 
SUNO,s Office of Develop-
ment & Community Outreach, 
presented a Career Develop-
ment & Management Seminar 
to CBA seniors in the Busi-
ness Policy (BADM 490) 
class, on March 23, 2009 
 
Frank Martin was invited by 
the Louisiana Legislative 
Black Caucus (LLBC) to a 
panel discussion to shed more 
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light on his findings on Satur-
day, March 21, 2009, in Baton 
Rouge. Dr. Martin was selected 
by the LLBC to analyze and 
develop a report on the Eco-
nomic and Wealth status of 
“Black Louisiana”. 
 
College of Education: 
The Policy Advisory Commit-
tee for Master of Education in 
Curriculum and Instruction was 
constituted as suggested by 
external evaluators and is 
scheduled to meet March 31. 
The Committee consists of Uni-
versity representatives from the 
Library, Arts and Sciences, 
Education and Museum Studies 
and completers from SUNO’s 
Initial Certification Programs. 
External representatives to the 
Committee consist of represen-
tatives from each of the Parish 
School Districts in Region I, the 
Archdiocese of Greater New 
Orleans, and representatives of 
National Board Certified 
Teachers. 
 
The Director for Child Devel-
opment and Family Studies 
resubmitted the January Report 
which had not been received by 
the Board of Regents Staff.  
The College of Education sub-
mitted the Institutional Report 
to the Board of Regents, includ-
ing the Excel spread sheet iden-
tifying teacher education com-
pleters for 2007-2008. 
 
The Director for the Child De-
velopment and Family Studies 
was appointed as the Chair for 
the Quality Enhancement Plan 
(QEP) for the SACS accredita-
tion. The Director for Field 
Experiences and Student Teach-
ing was appointed as Chair for 
the Student Learning Objectives 
Subcommittee. Faculty re-
sponded to a questionnaire re-
garding the topic selected for 



the SACS Study. 
 
Faculty prepared or updated 
brochures for all programs of-
fered by the College of Educa-
tion in preparation for pre-
registration.  Faculty in the Col-
lege of Education continues 
revisions of the proposal for the 
Master of Education in Curricu-
lum and Instruction with con-
centrations in Early Childhood 
and Elementary Education. The 
Dean of the College will serve 
as the Program Coordinator 
until the package is submitted 
to the Board of Regents for 
review. 
 
Faculty submitted to the Chan-
cellor the recommendation for a 
change in the name of the Col-
lege of Education (to the Col-
lege of Education and Human 
Development) along with the 
corresponding proposed reor-
ganization. 
 
Faculty met with representa-
tives from The Baltimore 
School District’s Human Re-
sources Office regarding efforts 
to strengthen relationships with 
HBCU’s, development of 
teaching academies, and shar-
ing of information. These repre-
sentatives were exploring the 
possibility of establishing a 
partnership with SUNO for the 
purpose of recruiting student 
teachers to the Baltimore Area. 
This would provide another 
area for diversity (Standard IV 
of NCATE). 
 
The Dean of the College met 
with the Louisiana Association 
of Colleges of Teacher Educa-
tion and served on the Goal 3 
Subcommittee for the develop-
ment of the Strategic Plan.  The 
CDFS Policy Advisory Com-
mittee held its second meeting 
on March 19. The first meeting 

of this Committee was held on 
February 20, 2009. 
 
B. DIVISION FOR STU-
DENT AFFAIRS 
 
Outreach Activities 
Mr. Joseph Marion, Director 
of Career Counseling and 
Placement, participated at the 
Career Day Program at Xavier 
Preparatory School that was 
held on March 3, 2009 in New 
Orleans, Louisiana.  His pres-
entation focused on choosing 
careers and making the best of 
the college experience.  On 
March 26, Mr. Marion also 
participated in Career Day at 
Carver High School.  More 
than 43 presenters represent-
ing a broad range of profes-
sion also participated in the 
program.    
 
African American Male Ini-
tiative 
On March 10, 2009, Mr. Jo-
seph Marion participated in an 
all male forum that is held on 
the SUNO campus each 
month.  The focus of the fo-
rum at this meeting revolved 
around issues specific to men.  
Approximately 31 male stu-
dents attended the forum.  The 
forum was just one of the ac-
tivities that will be held as part 
of the African American Male 
Initiative. 
 
The Deep South Environ-
mental Open House was held 
on March 27, 2009, in which 
Mr. Joseph Marion partici-
pated as an observer of stu-
dents enrolled in the Deep 
South Environmental Training 
Program.  Mr. Marion serves 
on the agency’s Board of 
Trustees.    
 
Dr. Adrell Pinkney Serves a 
PERSIST Trainer 
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Dr. Adrell Pinkney served as a 
trainer with the ECMC Found 
on PERSIST Team.  The 
training was held in Honolulu, 
HI on March 5-10, 2009.  
 
Thurgood Marshall College 
Fund (TMCF) Visits New  
Orleans 
TMCF Member Universities 
Professional Institute & Exhibi-
tion was held in New Orleans 
on March 15-18, 2009.  Ms. 
Jakia Clay, the TMCF Ambas-
sador, six students, and Dr. 
Pinkney attended the confer-
ence with several other faculty, 
administrators and alumni. The 
seminar is designed to provide 
professional development and 
training for the key decision 
makers of America's public 
HBCU's through workshops, 
plenary sessions, and affiliation 
forum;  bring together leaders 
from all departments of the 47 
public HBCUs to share "best 
practices" and lessons learned;  
foster mutually beneficial part-
nerships between the academic 
and corporate and government 
arenas;  and to provide an ex-
cellent opportunity for students 
interested in careers in Sales, 
and STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Math) to 
learn the key attributes and the 
necessary skills that will give 
them a competitive advantage 
in the global market place.  
 
 



Winder Presents Self-Esteem 
Workshop 
Dr. Janice H. Winder, Vice 
Chancellor for Student Affairs, 
was the facilitator at a work-
shop focusing on building posi-
tive self-esteem.  The workshop 
was held at the New Macedonia 
Baptist Church in Gilbert, Lou-
isiana on Saturday, March 28, 
2009.  More than 30 children 
ranging from age 9 to 18 and 
approximately 20 parents and 
other adults were present.  Al-
though the workshop is part of 
Dr. Winder’s civic involve-
ment, she also took this as an 
opportunity to recruit for the 
University by telling the stu-
dents and parents about the 
offerings of Southern Univer-
sity at New Orleans.  In addi-
tion, Dr. Winder encouraged 
students to complete interest 
cards and distributed SUNO 
paraphernalia to those in atten-
dance. 
 
Sill Lai Abrams: Motivational 
Speaker   
On March 31, 2009, the admin-
istrators, faculty, students, and 
guests of Southern University at 
New Orleans were in atten-
dance for a motivational speech 
presented by Sil Lai Abrams, 
author and lecturer.  Empower-
ment specialist and Men's Fit-
ness magazine relationship ex-
pert, Sil Lai Abrams is the au-
thor of No More Drama: Nine 
Simple Steps to Transforming 
a Breakdown into a Break-
through and creator of the “Self
-Empowerment Principles in 
Action Process.”  Ms. Abrams’ 
mission is to help others stop 
surviving from crisis to crisis 
and start living an authentic and 
empowered life. Her personal 
experiences of overcoming is-
sues such as depression, addic-
tion, sexual assault and domes-
tic violence give her a unique 

perspective into the hearts of 
those struggling with their 
own disempowering and self-
destructive behaviors. 
 
Global week at SUNO 
The week of March 16-20 was 
marked with an international 
flavor.  This International 
Week was sponsored by Ly-
ceum and the Student Devel-
opment Center and empha-
sized the theme “Out of Many, 
We are one”.  Signs were 
placed all over the campus and 
around the community the 
weekend of March 16.  On 
Monday, March 16, the cam-
pus was buzzing and looking 
forward with the visit of Con-
gressman Anh “Joseph” Cao, 
U.S Representative for the 
Second Congressional Dis-
trict. Over three hundred stu-
dents, staff, faculty, adminis-
trators and middle and high 
school students attended the 
event.  The Times-Picayune 
reported this event on March 
17, 2009 and has made three 
references to this event since 
Congressman Cao’s visit.  The 
departmental multicultural 
contest,   a new and exciting 
event which is in its second 
year, attracted three depart-
ments for this year.  The result 
was a first place tie between 
the Department of Natural 
Sciences and the Department 
of Humanities and Social Sci-
ences.  The Library received 
an honorable mention. The 
highlight of the event was the 
usual Food Fest where partici-
pants had the opportunity to 
taste dishes from many parts 
of the globe.  Over three hun-
dred SUNO family members 
and high school students en-
joyed the festivity. 
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SUNO Success Scripts 
On March 9, 2009, Josephine 
Okoronkwo, Director of the 
Student Development Center, 
presented SUNO SUCCESS 
SCRIPTS to the freshman class 
of 2009. Tips were given to 
students on how to succeed in 
college using for example, their 
class syllabus for success.  The 
evaluation report indicated that 
a majority of the students en-
joyed the presentation and indi-
cated that this should be pre-
sented to the freshman class at 
the beginning of their enroll-
ment. 
 
 

Sil Lai Abrams is the author of No 
More Drama: Nine Simple Steps to 
Transforming a Breakdown into a 
Breakthrough and creator of the “Self
-Empowerment Principles in Action 
Process.”   



C.DIVISION FOR COMMU-
NITY OUTREACH/UNIV. 
ADVANCEMENT 
  
SUNO Day 
Southern University at New 
Orleans will host its first 
“SUNO Day at the Legislature” 
Monday, May 4, 2009.  
Alumni, friends and other 
stakeholders of the University 
are expected to be a part of the 
SUNO family at the capitol that 
day.  Enrollment Management 
and other components of the 
university will display campus 
offerings in the Rotunda. 
 
Alumni Gala 
The Southern University at 
New Orleans Alumni Associa-
tion will host its “Show Your 
Love for SUNO Gala” Friday, 
April 17, 2009 at the Crystal 
Palace in New Orleans from 
7:00pm until 10:00pm.  Alumni 
president Avis White is inviting 
alumni and friends to attend.  
This event is being held as part 
of the 50th anniversary of the 
University’s opening. 
 
Student Life Complex Fund-
raising 
Chancellor Ukpolo, Michael 
Bruno, one of the co-chairs to 
raise $100,000 for the design 
phase of a proposed student life 
complex, and Vice Chancellor 
Moultrie and Outreach Coordi-
nator Francois met with alumni 
and friends in the Baton Rouge 
area to garner support for the 
endeavor.  Alumni and friends 
of the University continue to 
complete pledge forms and 
send in monetary donations.  
August 2009 is the expected 
date to have all funds reported. 
 
City Master Plan 
The University has partnered 
with the City of New Orleans to 
host a City Master Plan meeting 

during the month of April.  
Approximately 200 commu-
nity leaders and citizens are 
expected to convene on the 
campus to share their thoughts 
and ideas about the rebuilding 
and repopulation of the city 
since the storm. 
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Southern University Agri-
cultural Research and 
Extension Center, an 
entity of the Southern 
System, Leodrey Williams, 
Chancellor, Ralph Slaugh-
ter, System President, 
Tony Clayton, Chairman, 
Board of Supervisors.  It is 
issued in furtherance of 
the Cooperative Extension 
Work Act of December 
1971, and the Agricultural 
Research Program, in 
cooperation with the U.S. 
Department of Agricul-
ture. All educational pro-
grams conducted by the 
Southern University Agri-
cultural Research and 
Extension Center are 
provided to all persons 
regardless of race, na-
tional origin, or disability. 
© 2008 SU Ag Center. 

Fifteen Southern Uni-
versity faculty, staff and 
seven students pre-
sented 28 research pro-
jects at the 15th Biennial 
Association of Research 
Directors’ Symposium. 
Students, faculty, and 
staff from the nation’s 
historically black land-
grant universities con-
verged in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, March 28-April 1.  
   
Three presentations 
were made in the emerg-
ing technologies cate-
gory, 11 in renewable 
resources, four in food 
safety, one in human nu-
trition and health, and 

nine in small farms and 
rural development.  
 
Robert Chambers, an 
M.S. graduate student in 
Urban Forestry Program 
at Southern University 
placed second in the 
graduate student oral 
competition. Chambers 
was mentored by Andra 
Johnson, Ph.D., urban 
forestry.  Zhu H. Ning, 
Ph.D., urban forestry 
serves as Robert Cham-
bers’ academic advisor.  
  
Chambers’ research 
“Examining landscape 
transition that leads to 
hypoxia along Louisiana 

coastal areas using sat-
ellite imaging” was pre-
sented during the renew-
able resources and envi-
ronmental stewardship 
session. The judges were 
impressed by his presen-
tation style and his thor-
oughness in answering 
questions. He has been 
an outstanding student 
in the urban forestry 
program.  
 
He was the recipient of 
the Diversity Scholar-
ship from the Society of 
American Foresters last 
year and the Society of 
Wetlands Scientists Fel-
lowship in 2005.  

Left: Dr. Yadong Qi makes 
oral presentation. 
 
Right: Graduate student 
Thomas Legiandenyi 
makes oral presentation. 

Left: Robert Chambers poses 
with academic advisor, Dr. Zhu 
Ning with second place plaque 
in graduate student oral compe-
tition. Right: Vice chancellor 
for research  Kirkland Mellad 
visits with Janet Gager by her  
poster. 

Left: Robert Chambers, left, 
poses with research advisor, 
Dr. Andra Johnson with sec-
ond place plaque in graduate 
student oral competition. 
Right: Vice chancellor for 
research  Kirkland Mellad 
visits graduate student Chris 
Chappell’s poster. 

Continued on page 3 
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Atlanta  
Robert Chambers served as the 
President of the Minorities in 
Agriculture, Natural Resource, 
and Related Sciences, Southern 
University Chapter in 2007-
2008. He is a NASA Center for 
Coastal Zone Assessment and 
Remote Sensing Scholar.  
  
Researchers from Southern Uni-
versity Ag Center made five oral 
presentations in two categories. 
In the Renewable Energy and En-
vironmental Stewardship category 
were Lashunda Anderson, on 
“Cash for Conservation: Poten-
tially Increasing Small Landowner 
Income via Wildlife and Native 
Grass Environmental Stewardship 
Educational Outreach,”;  Daniel 
Collins, on “Training the Next 
Generation of Agricultural Sci-
entists in Plant Biosecurity,”;   
and Yadong Qi, on “Application 
of Paclobutrazol Tree Growth 
Regulator into Urban and Utility 
Forest Management.”  

In the Small Scale Agriculture 
and Rural Development category 
were  Sebhatu  Gebre lu l , 
“Influences of Forage Quality 
and Quantity on the Perform-
ance of Goats and Cattle under 
Mixed-Species Grazing Systems”  

and Yemane Ghebreiyessus, 
“Effects of Joint Cattle and 
Goats Grazing System on Soil 
Physical Properties.”  
 

Researchers also displayed post-
ers in various categories includ-
ing “GIS Analysis of Environ-
mental Factors and Socio-
climatic Factors Relating to 
Tapeworm Infection in the State 
of Bahia, Brazil from 2002-2005” 
by Fulbert Namwamba; “The 
Effect of Mixed Species Grazing 
in the Determination of Gastro-
intestinal Infections of Haemon-
chus contortus in Spanish Does” 
by Renita Marshall; “An Empiri-
cal Analysis of Nutritional 
Knowledge and Importance 
Rankings of the Dietary Guide-
lines for Sodium Intake” by 
Patricia McLean-Meyinsse; 
“Impact of Tree Based Mulch on 
the Growth and CO2 Uptake of 
Quercus nuttallii” by Zhu Ning; 
“Application of Sonic Tomogra-
phy Technology into Detection of 
Internal Decay in Water Oak 
(Quercus nigra L.)” by Yadong 
Qi; “Hibiscus, (Hibiscus sabdar-
iffa) species grown in Louisiana” 
by Kit Chin; “The Performance 
of Brangus Calves under Mixed-
Species Grazing Systems”  by 
Sebhatu Gebrelul; “Improving 
UV protection of Cotton Fabrics 
Through Digital Textile Print-
ing” by Grace Namwamba; “A 
Comparison between Regular 

Sugar Cookies and Hibiscus 
Cookies” by Fatemeh Malekian”; 
“Mixed Species and Grazing 
Practices Effects on the Yield 
and Quality of Forage Crops  
Veera Bachireddy”; “Roselle Hi-
biscus (Hibiscus sabdariffa) Re-
search at Southern University 
by Kit Chin”; “Assessment of 
Food Safety Knowledge, Beliefs, 
and Practices Among College 
Students” by Janet Gager; and 
“Nanotechnology Application in 
Forest Health Management” by 
Yadong Qi. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The purpose of the symposium 
was to showcase the land-grant 
commitment to teaching and re-
search by sharing research infor-
mation, and highlighting re-
search accomplishments. 
 
All symposium attendees were 
sponsored by the Southern Uni-
versity Agricultural Research 
and Extension Center.  

Continued from page 2 

Dr. Gebrelul makes oral presentation 

Dr. Namwamba, left explains poster to 
vice chancellor Kirkland Mellad, right. 
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Agriculture Secretary Tom Vil-
sack presided over the gradua-
tion ceremony of 26 minority 
farmers from the Southern Uni-
versity Ag Center’s Small 
Farmer Agricultural Leadership 
Training Institute.  

The Institute is a two-year 
course of study that gives small, 
socially disadvantaged, limited 
resource and/or minority farmers 
the knowledge to become suc-
cessful agricultural entrepre-
neurs. "President Obama recog-
nizes that small farm operators 
are the custodians of about 48 
percent of this nation's farm and 
ranch land," Vilsack said. "It's 
vital that we support programs 
such as this that provide the 
tools needed to promote the 
sustainability of small family 
farms." 
This is the second class to 
graduate from the program with 
the first taking place in 2007. 
Throughout the course, partici-
pants studied a broad range of 
agriculturally-important topics, 
including the effects of global 
agriculture on the U.S. economy; 
leadership and analytical skills; 
business management and mar-

keting, communications; and 
public policy.  
The program is unique in that it 
is the only one in the country 
specifically targeting minority, 
socially disadvantaged and lim-
ited resource agricultural pro-
ducers. Participants were from 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, 
Kentucky, Texas, Missouri, Ten-
nessee, South Carolina, Florida, 
Georgia, Maryland and North 
Carolina.  
The most dynamic aspect of the 
Institute is the relationships 
that have been built. “Each ses-
sion I sit back and watch the 
participants interact, assist and 
motivate each other as if they 
have known one another forever. 
The camaraderie is phenome-
nal," said Dawn Mellion-Patin, 
Ph.D., Institute director and ag-
riculture specialist.  

 

The Southern University Ag 
Center has collaborated with the 
Southern University Law Cen-
ter, Alcorn State University 
Small Farm Development Cen-
ter, Prairie View A & M Univer-
sity Cooperative Extension Pro-

gram, and North Carolina A & T 
State University Cooperative 
Extension Program to bring the 
Institute to the farmers in vari-
ous locations. 

 

 

 

 

The ceremony was held at the 
USDA headquarters, in the Ja-
mie L. Whitten Building on 
March 27. USDA's Cooperative 
State Research, Education and 
Extension Service administers 
and funds the program through 
the Outreach and Assistance for 
Socially Disadvantaged Farmers 
and Ranchers Program, which 
teaches participants the en-
hanced decision-making skills 
and leadership development to 
become successful agribusiness 
managers and community lead-
ers. Patin is currently pursuing 
multiple funding sources to sus-

tain this unique institute. For 
more information, visit 
www.aginstitute.suagcenter.com 
or www.csrees.usda.gov  

Second Class of Ag Institute Graduates 

Second Small Farmer Agricultural 
Leadership Training class to graduate in 

Washington, DC. 

Leaders in DC 

Gina Eubanks, vice chancellor for exten-
sion, left, and Dawn Mellion-Patin, pro-

gram director,  far right, pose with 
graduates from Louisiana. 
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Procurement Conference Excels  
More than 400 small business owners and contrac-
tors convened at the Southern University Smith-
Brown Memorial Student Union to participate in 
the Fifth Annual Connecting Businesses with Con-
tracts Procurement Conference, March 24.  
 
The conference continues to bring together poten-
tial and existing contractors, entrepreneurs and 
government agencies in position for business 
match-making. Small enterprises are providing an 
opportunity to meet contracting officers and pur-
chasing agents.  

Attendees received information on sources of assis-
tance, the process of registering and obtaining li-
censing, methods of financing, and securing con-
tracts. They also learned to sell products and ser-
vices to private industry and federal, state, and 
local governments.  

Representatives from the United States Small 
Business Administration were available to discuss 
SBA programs, guarantees, certification process, 
bonds and surety, GO Loans, and disaster loans. 
Likewise, the Louisiana State Contractor Licens-
ing Department answered questions from indi-
viduals who wanted to become licensed or from ex-
isting contractors.  

The concurrent breakout sessions included: obtain-
ing bonds, knowledge about surety brokers, selling 
successfully to the government, contract licensing 
requirements for contractors, and the five key ele-
ments to get customers.  The conference provided a 
great exchange among more than 450 participants, 
35 exhibitors and presenters and at least 40 asso-
ciates and service providers.   

The conference was hosted by the Southern Uni-
versity Agricultural Research and Extension Cen-
ter, Center for Rural and Small Business Develop-

ment, Louisiana Small Business Development 
Centers in Baton Rouge and Lafayette, the U. S. 
Small Business Administration, Louisiana Pro-
curement Technical Assistance Center, and the 
Southern University College of Business. 

Southern University 
alumnus Matthew 
Butler of the Shaw 

Group gives keynote 
address at luncheon. 

Mathew Butler (center),  
honored by SU System 
President Ralph Slaugh-
ter (left), Ag Center 
chancellor Leodrey 
Williams, conference 
organizer Eual Hall and 
Ag Center vice chancel-
lor for extension Gina 
Eubanks. 

Networking session at 
the conference. 

Break out session at 
conference. 
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1,300 future farmers compete at Southern 
On March 25, future farmers of 
America from Louisiana high 
schools convened at the M.A. Ed-
mond Livestock Arena and 
Southern University Meat Tech-
nology Laboratory for the Area 
IV, FFA Career Development 
Event (CDE). 
  
Once again, the Southern Uni-
versity Agricultural Research 
and Extension Center was privi-
leged to host the Area IV, Career 
Development Event, coordinated 
by Willie J. Rawls, Ph.D., asso-
ciate research director, and Wil-
liam Augustine, research/
technology associate. The CDE 
brings together 1,300 students 

from 51 high schools in 14 sur-
rounding parishes, not including 
teachers and parents who pro-
vide assistance each year.  
  
The CDE consists of ten judging 
contests in livestock, beef, flori-
culture, dairy cattle, welding, 
small engine, meats,  nursery 
and landscaping, dairy products, 
and poultry. This event develops 
students’ leadership ability, pro-
vides them with the opportunity 
to visit an 1890 land-grant insti-
tution and enlightens them on 
careers that impact Louisiana 
agriculture. A photo of the event 
was featured in the Baton Rouge 
Advocate. 

City of Monroe excited about Cowboys, Horse Show  
On March 14, the Horse Show 
Posse Board traveled to Monroe 
to meet with members of the 
Bayou State Trail Association. 
The meeting was to discuss 
plans for the seven-day ride from 
Monroe to Baton Rouge for the 
rodeo and trail ride scheduled 
for April 4. A Monroe News Star  
article, “Cow pokes hit the 
‘Bayou Trail’ on Sunday,” tells  
all about the trail ride in the pa-
per’s March 27 issue. 
   
The purpose of the trail ride is to 
raise scholarship dollars for stu-
dents enrolled in Southern Uni-
versity’s agriculture program, 
said Christie Monroe, assistant 
livestock show programs direc-
tor. 

Sgt. Justin January, the Bayou 
Trail Riders Association founder 
and president, said the group 
over the past four years has 
given out more than $5,000 in 
scholarship money.  
 
This year’s honorary trail bosses 
were Monroe mayor Jamie Mayo 
and Monroe native and Minne-
sota Vikings All-Pro defensive 
lineman Pat Williams. 
 
“This is all about helping kids. 
We truly look forward to this 
event each year and we are ex-
cited to see that it continues to 
grow in popularity,” January 
said. “Combining the pleasures 
of horse riding and the worthy 
cause of helping promote educa-

tion makes for a magnificent 
event.” 
 
January said the Trailriders’ 
event has grown from seven rid-
ers the first year to 55 last year. 
 
 

Contestants poised for meat cut 
identification, above, and small  

engines, below. 

January interviewed 

Continued on page 7 
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“Young and old are always in-
vited to the events. Each year, 
participants come from Louisi-
ana, Texas, Mississippi, Arkan-
sas, Alabama and Florida. This 
year, it was a show to remember! 
The Southern University horse 
show team and livestock show 
staff worked very hard this year 
and it has paid off,” said Monroe. 
  
The early Sunday trailride 
began  the community’s 
preparation for the 39th Annual 
State and Regional Horse Show 

and Rodeo held April 4. The 
show attracted more than 300 
young and old horse ranchers, 
riders, and ropers.  Activities in 
the event included gated horse 
show, ranch style rodeo, youth 
stick horse competitions and 
great food and entertainment.  
  
Trailriders from as far as Texas, 
Mississppi, and North Louisiana 
traveled to the M.A. Edmond 
Livestock Arena for the event. 
Their authentic horse corale met 
at the Southern University F.G. 

Clark Activity Center and 
continued around the campus 
and down Highway 61N to 
arrive at the arena with a 
parade of different horseriding 
associations.  
 
 
Read the Monroe News Star arti-
cle at:  
http://www.thenewsstar.com/
article/20090327/
UPDATES01/90327031 
 

Horse Show  

Young ladies get ready for the Easter 
egg hunt leading into the horse parade. 

Youngsters set for stick horse race. 

Horse corale leaving from the Southern University F.G. Clark Activity Center to the arena with a parade of different horse 
riding associations.  

Continued from page 6 
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Ag Center coordinators kicked ‘butts’ 
On March 25, the Southern Uni-
versity Ag Center’s Communities 
of Color Network joined the na-
tion in celebrating Kick Butts 
Day. The day is set aside to cele-
brate youths standing out, 
speaking up, and seizing control 
against Big Tobacco marketing 
strategies.  CoC Network re-
gional coordinators engaged Lou-
isiana’s youth in exciting, educa-
tional and interactive activities. 
They travelled to schools, con-
ducted radio interviews, and dis-
tributed pledged cards and kick 
butts stickers across the state.   
  
Activities included: tobacco 
workshops at Alexandria Home-

maker’s Club; display of 305 
shirts at a local middle school to 
represent the number of stu-
dents who smoked more than a 
pack of cigarettes a day in  Alex-
andria; setting of flameless can-
dles at Lebanon Baptist Church 
in remembrance of 47,000 Afri-
can Americans who die annually 
as a result of tobacco-related ill-
nesses in Lecompte; display of 
“Tobacco Kills” message at Pea-
body Magnet High School by 
utilizing Styrofoam cups; erect-
ing pledge walls at Central Mid-
dle School  to encourage stu-
dents to remain tobacco-free in 
Lake Charles;  providing  stu-
dents at Baker Middle School 

with a lecture  and opportunities 
to pledge to remain tobacco-free; 
providing students with litera-
ture  and promotional giveaways 
to encourage tobacco-free exis-
tence in Baton Rouge; celebrat-
ing Kicked Butts Day at St. 
Mary Parish Alternative School 
through a series of activities em-
phasizing statistics regarding 
smokers in Franklin; holding a 
collaborative dinner to discuss 
efforts with Turning Point Ser-
vices in Shreveport; and dis-
played a pledge wall  at So-
journer Truth Academy  in New 
Orleans.   

Ms. Latricia Dixon, event coordinator (left, above) makes a presentation.  Participants and displays (above and below)  
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Aviation Clinic Soars to New Height 
An age-old adage states that 
“when you put your mind to it, 
the sky is the limit”. For Pointe 
Coupee Parish youth who par-
ticipated in a March 14th Avia-
tion Clinic, their imaginations 
soared to new horizons as they 
were given exposure, access, and 
opportunity into a world of new 
career possibilities.   
 
The event was coordinated by 
the Southwest Center for Rural 
Initiatives, with presentations 
by Albert Rutherford,  private 
pilot, and Yvonne Chenevert, 
airport manager for the False 
River Regional Airport. 
Youth throughout Pointe Coupee 

Parish between the ages of 12 
and 17 gathered at the False 
River Regional Airport to listen 
to Rutherford and Chenevert 
speak on “How to Start Your Ca-
reer in Aviation”.  
 
Participants viewed a film docu-
mentary, entitled “Beyond Tus-
kegee: Closer to the Stars” that 
highlighted the accomplishments 
of African Americans in aviation. 
 
Mr. Al Spann, retired airport 
administrator and original 
owner of Jet Blue Airlines, gave 
the young aspiring aviators a 
drop-in visit and emphasized, 
along with the other speakers,  

that careers in aviation are in 
high demand and that partici-
pants could begin to pursue such 
opportunities even at an early 
age.       
                          
The program culminated with a 
tour of the False River Regional 
Airport and an opportunity for 
all youth to participate in a 
simulated flight availed through 
the Department of Transporta-
tion and Development.   
 
Each youth received a ditty bag 
of aviation gifts and door prizes. 

Sections from clinic event 
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Faculty and staff accomplishments and activities  

Continued on page 11 

Owusu Bandele, Ph.D., horti-
culturist, made a presentation 
entitled “Sustaining Healthy 
Production Practices,” at Alcorn 
State University Cooperative 
Extension Program’s 18th Annual 

Small Farmers Conference 2009 
on March 30.  The presentation 
highlighted ecological, environ-
mental, and economic advan-
tages and challenges of produc-
ing and marketing organic pro-

duce. The lecture also included a 
short history of significant con-
tributions of African Americans 
to sustainable agriculture.   

Terrence Marshall, county 
agent, East Baton Rouge Parish, 
held a Pesticide Recertification 
Workshop where a total of 39 
farmers and homeowners were 
recertified in the safe use of pes-
ticides as mandated by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marshall also organized and exe-
cuted the East Baton Rouge Par-
ish 4-H Livestock Show. More 
than 35 exhibitors showed 95 
Beef, Goat, Swine, and Poultry 
at the show.  

 
 

Marshall congratulates EBR 4H Ex-
hibitor Garrett Venable, left, on win-
ning Grand Champion Beef Showman-
ship at the Southern University Live-
stock Show. 

Marshall poses with EBR 4H Goat  
Exhibitors in Parish Group Competi-
tion.  

Marshall addresses pesticide 
recertification group. 

EBR 4-H livestock show 

Gloria D. London, director and 
Eual Hall, business develop-
ment specialist, Center for Rural 
and Small Business Develop-
ment, conducted three entrepre-
neurial training workshops; 
homebuyers training at Clinton 
High School; and QuickBooks 
training for the small business 
training, March 26 and March 

30; and The Basics of Starting a 
Business workshop at Ever In-
creasing Life Ministry in Baton 
Rouge, April 1.  

QuickBooks training session 
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Faculty and staff activities  
Continued from page 10 

Continued on page 12 

Eual Hall, business develop-
ment specialist, and the Center 
for Rural and Small Business 
Development team organized a 
Personal Finance and Steward-
ship Training workshop to youth 
ages 7-17  and their parents at 
Discipline Baptist Church in 
Ville Platte,  March 30.  More 
than 80 youth participated in 
the training.   
 
One focus of the workshop was 
to increase participants’ aware-
ness of stewardship in managing 
their lives successfully.  The 
workshop also focused on teach-
ing youth how to manage their 
personal finances in relation to 
credit, charge cards, budgeting, 
savings, college savings fund ac-
counts, bank savings accounts, 
purchases, mutual funds and 
other financial issues which af-
fect adults’ lives.   
 
Door prizes including small cash 
boxes, small piggy banks, and a 

twenty-dollar savings bond were 
given away.  The first presenter 
from a local credit union cap-
tured the youth’s attention as he 
gave details on how simple it is 
to open savings accounts and 
college funds accounts with their 
parents’ signatures.   
 
Hall discussed stewardship prin-
ciples, personal finance, credit 
card usage, simple and com-
pound interest, budget, family 
accountability to society, financ-
ing college, and many other criti-
cal topics.  Youth and parents 
were excited and thankful for 
the information they re-
ceived.  As a result, the Center’s 
staff has been invited back in 
the month of May to share per-
sonal finance and stewardship 
training with adults.  The 
church leaders have committed 
to assisting parents with estab-
lishing savings accounts or col-
lege funds for any member of the 
congregation.   

Sarah Sims, extension aide, 
Madison Parish conducted the 
following: First  Thursday, 
Youth Garden Project, Tallulah 
Beautification, Family Service 
health unit and home visits, 
COA/Seniors – Nutrition -
Health, Relay For Life Team, 
Marine Institute, Southern Uni-
versity YES Training, Nutrition 
Summit  LSU-SU, Delta 65,  
Madison High Health Fair, and 
DHS  Family Health & Nutri-
tion Training Emergency Pre-
paredness.  
 

More than 250 youth partici-
pated in Madison High Health 
Fair where they learned the 
dangers of smoking; 200 partici-
pants attended a training work-
shop on Delta Head Start Nutri-
tion and Emergency Prepared-
ness. Sims continues her ongo-
ing fitness and quilting classes. 

 
Sections of the personal finance 
and stewardship training work-

shop, above and below. 
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Faculty and staff activities  Continued from page 11 

Fatemeh Malekian, Ph.D., 
food sciences and Margarita 
Khachaturyan, research as-
sociate, set up displays for nu-
trition and health education, at 
Livestock Show, providing hand-
outs and locally grown fresh 
strawberries to event attendees 
on February 27.  Malekian con-
ducted a session on nutritional 
labeling at the Louisiana Food 
Processers’ Conference at the 
LSU Lod Cook Center on March 
19.  The attendees were food 
processors, educators and regu-
lators from around the state.   
 
 
 

 
Malekian and Ashley Weston, 
dietetic student from Southern 
University dietetic program, 
participated in the FFA contest 
event, helping with poultry judg-
ing, score keeping and tallying 
scores on March 25.   

Malekian, Erika Mitchell, re-
search associate  and Chris Wil-
liams conducted diabetes train-
ing as a part of Louisiana 
Health Care Review Diabetes 
Empowerment Education Pro-
gram at Southern University Ag 
Center on March 30.  Forty 
three participants learned about 
the human body, risk factors in 
diabetes, understanding diabe-
tes, monitoring the body, and 
managing diabetes through nu-
trition and physical activities.    
 
 

James McNitt, PhD, animal 
science professor, made a pres-
entation on Rabbit Production to 
the Introduction to Animal Sci-
ence class at LSU; February 19, 
served as judge for the Livestock 
Quiz Bowl; February 27,  organ-
ized and oversaw the Hands-on 
Farm Animal Display for the 
1200 children attending the 
Livestock Show; March 12, par-
ticipated in the “Growing the 

Small and Minority Farmer” 
conference at LSU-Alexandria; 
March 14, McNitt, Renita Mar-
shall, DVM., associate professor 
animal science, and Lisa Gray¸ 
research assistant, provided a 
hands-on rabbit and chicken dis-
play for the Plantation Days at 
Magnolia Mound; March 25, 
McNitt organized and oversaw 
the poultry contest for the FFA 
Area IV Career Development 

Event where 97 high school stu-
dents from 27 teams judged 
three classes of live birds, two 
classes of eggs, and two classes 
of poultry meat. 
 
 
 

Malekian gives out strawberries and 
literature at livestock show. 

Glenn Dixon, assistant area 
agent, East and West Carroll 
Parishes, co-authored an article 
published in the February 2009 
issue of the Journal of Exten-
sion.   
 
The article, “Strengthening Agri-
cultural Entrepreneurship: A 
Grant Writing Tool for Agricul-
tural Producers,” presents a set 

of grant writing guidelines used 
when working with agricultural 
producers in Louisiana.  
 
Specifically, they applied these 
guidelines to help producers un-
derstand the grant writing and 
application process for the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture's Value-Added Pro-
ducer Grant (VAPG) program.   

The article was published online 
in Volume 47, number 1 of the 
Journal of Extension. To read 
the article, visit http://
www.joe.org/joe/2009february/
tt4.php 
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 Upcoming Events 

Date Event Location Contact 

April 25 Annual Goat Field Day Baton Rouge-Southern Uni-
versity Ag Center 

Lisa Gray 
225-771-2262 x 316 

April 29 E-business training Jennings-LSU Business & 
Technology Center 

Latonia Morrison-Frank, 
337-943-2410 

April 29 Basic Excel training Jennings-LSU Business & 
Technology Center 

Latonia Morrison-Frank, 
337-943-2410 

May 2 Quick Books training Opelousas-Southwest Cen-
ter for Rural Initiatives 

Latonia Morrison-Frank, 
337-943-2410 

May 5-6 Basic Word training Opelousas-Southwest Cen-
ter for Rural Initiatives 

Latonia Morrison-Frank, 
337-943-2410 

May 8 St. Helena Parish 4-H Ag 
Day 

St. Helena Middle School Angela Myles 
225-222-4136 

 May 26-27  E-Business training   Rayne-LSU Business & 
Technology Center,  

 Latonia Morrison-
Frank, 337-943-2410 

 June2- 3 Basic Excel training Opelousas-Southwest Cen-
ter for Rural Initiatives 

Latonia Morrison-Frank, 
337-943-2410 

June 6 Quick Books  Ville Platte  
Disciple Baptist Church   

Latonia Morrison-Frank, 
337-943-2410 

 June 16-17 Basic PowerPoint training Opelousas-Southwest Cen-
ter for Rural Initiatives 

Latonia Morrison-Frank, 
337-943-2410 
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         The Chancellor’s Report to the
         Southern University Board of Supervisors

   NAME OF CHANCELLOR:   Freddie Pitcher, Jr.

   CAMPUS:    Southern University Law Center

   DATE: April 2009

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS/ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Chancellor to Receive McKinley High Honor

Chancellor Freddie Pitcher, Jr., will be recognized as the 2009 McKinley High School
Alumni Academic Honoree, at 6 p.m., Thursday,. April 9, at Capitol Middle.  Chancellor Pitcher will
also present awards to the Student Academic Honorees during the half-time ceremony.

Five Inducted in SULC Hall of Fame

Five alumni were inducted into the SULC 2009 Hall of Fame at a 7 p.m. banquet, Friday,
April 3, at the Hilton Capital Center.

S.P. Davis. ‘73, of Shreveport, Louisiana; Isaac Henderson, ‘59, of Houston, Texas; Baton
Rouge attorney Gail McKay, ‘78; Judge Wayne Salvant, ‘74, of Fort Worth, Texas; and Judge
Zorraine “Zoey” Waguespack, ‘88, of Amite, Louisiana received this Law Center honor as part of
the two-day annual Alumni Round-Up, April 2 and 3.

Other alumni recognized for their career distinctions at the April 2 opening night welcome
reception for the 2009 Alumni Round-Up at the River Terrace of the Shaw Center for the Arts
included: Monica Azare, ‘94, a senior vice president for corporate communications for Verizon
Communications, New York, New York; Claire Babineaux-Fontenot, ‘89, senior vice president and
chief tax officer at Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.; Timothy W. Hardy, ‘81, partner and chairman of the New
Orleans headquartered law firm of Lemle & Kelleher, L.L.P.; and District Attorney Joseph L. Waitz,
Jr., ‘86, of Terrebonne Parish.

Master and Mistress of Ceremonies for the Hall of Fame dinner was Louisiana State
Representative Richard H, Gallot, Jr., ‘90, of Ruston, Louisiana, and Monique Edwards, ‘86, acting
assistant secretary for the office of Mineral Resources, secretary of the State Mineral Board, and
Executive counsel for the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources.

Other events for the Alumni Round-Up were the CLE Seminar, Student Forum, and the
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Chancellor’s Scramble Golf Tournament.

Leadership Award Winners
 
The annual Chancellor’s Award Winners for 2009 are Lacy Shuffield, Keith Cantrelle,

Dwazendra Smith, Samuel Milledge, LaToya Jones, and Stephanie Robin.  The winners have
demonstrated and provided extraordinary service to the Law Center.  They received their awards
on Friday, Marcy 27 at the SULC Barrister’s Ball at the Lyceum Ballroom in downtown Baton Rouge.

LSBA Sponsors Program

The Louisiana State Bar Association (LSBA) conducted a seminar on character and fitness
for first and second year students at the SULC on Wednesday, April 8.  The seminar will be held at
all four Louisiana law schools as part of the Association’s ongoing activities to streamline the process
of becoming a member of the bar.

OFFICE OF CAREER COUNSELING AND DEVELOPMENT

EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION

Marcus DeLarge (1L) had received an offer for summer 2009 from Porteous Hainkel.

Eugene Gouaux (1L) has received an offer for summer 2009 from the Louisiana Municipal
Association.

Maya Guntz (2L) has received offers fro summer 2009 from Porteous Hainkel and Taylor Porter.

Richard Harrison (1L) has received an offer for summer 2009 to serve as judicial intern for the Hon.
Diana Saldana for the U.S. District Court of the Southern District of Texas.

Bobby Holmes (3L) has received an offer of a judicial clerkship from Judge John Ford.

Ashley Jyles (1L) has received an offer for summer 2009 from Ken Miller.

William Keaty (3L) has received an offer of a judicial clerkship from Judge Paul DeMahy.

Cindy Manual (1L) has received an offer for summer 2009 from the Saint Landry Parish District
Attorney’s Office.

Cindy McJimsey (3L) has received an offer of a judicial clerkship from federal Administrative Law
Judge Marrero.
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Nicole Peair (2L) is working as a judicial extern to Judge Ralph Tyson for the spring semester and
has received offers for summer 2009 from Bradley Arent (Birmingham, AL) and Breazeale Sachse &
Wilson.

The Orleans Public Defender’s Office has made offers for summer 2009 to Birdie Foster (1L); Senae
Hall (1L); Richard Harrison (1L); Freddie King (2L); Nina Shephard (2L); Stephanie Strickland
(2L); Samir Suri (2L); Dewanna Trask (2L); and Shalonda Wallace (2L).

PROGRAMMING AND OTHER ACTIVITIES

On March 7, 2009, SULC students participated in the first annual LSBA Minority Internship
Job Fair.  The fair featured employers willing to hire qualified and interested students without as
much attention to academic rank.  Twenty-five (25) SULC students were granted interviews at the
fair.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES

The Thurgood Marshall College Fund held its annual member Universities Professional
Institute and Exhibition from March 15-18, 2009 in New Orleans, LA. Michelle A. Jackson
represented Southern University Law Center on the planning committee for this event.

The National Association for Legal Career Professionals (NALP) held its Annual Education
Conference from March 31 - April 4, 2009 in Washington, DC.  

LAW LIBRARY

Ruth J. Hill Director of Library Services and Associate Professor of Law, has just returned
from attending the 51s t Annual Meeting of the Southwest Association of Law Libraries in
Albuquerque, New Mexico, March 26-28, 2009.  In her capacity as an Executive Board Member and
the meeting representative for the American Association of Law Libraries (AALL), Hill spoke at the
business meeting luncheon and gave her AALL update.

OFFICE OF PUBLICATIONS AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA

The staff of the Office of Publications and Electronic Media produced eleven publications:
five issues of SULC E-News; the 2009 Joint Law School symposium for Minority High School
Students Program and Poster; SULC 2009 Hall of Fame Program Booklet; SULC 2009 Alumni
Round-Up Welcome Reception Program; SULC 2009 Distinguished Alumni  Posters; and SULC 2009
Hall of Fame Inductees Poster.

Four press releases were distributed: Southern University Law Review To Host National
Conference of Law Reviews; NCLR Conference Draws More Than 200–Special to The Advocate;
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Five to be Inducted into the 2009 SU Law Center Hall of Fame April 3– Local, Louisiana, and Texas
media; and Southern University Law Review Hosted National Conference of Law Reviews.

The office provided photography and/or editorial coverage for 2008-09 Speaker Series;
Minority Student Recruitment Day; 2009 Law Week; CALI Awards Program; The Barrister’s Ball;
and Alumni Round-Up and Hall of Fame Reception.

Reports on Law Center activities were published or experts were interviewed in the following
media and/or legal publications(s): Legal minds, The Advocate, Progressive Lawyers. 

Special Problems

None

Significant Administrative or Policy Change

None
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