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Preserving Our Story: Celebrating Black History Month at Southern University

Dear Jaguar Nation. 

As we conclude Black History Month, I want to reflect on the incredible journey we shared

throughout February. This year marked the 100th anniversary of Black History Month, a

significant milestone that honors the rich legacy and contributions of Black individuals

throughout our history.

Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) play a vital role in preserving this

history and fostering the next generation of leaders. HBCUs are not just educational

institutions; they are pillars of cultural identity, resilience, and community. They provide a

nurturing environment where students can explore their heritage, engage in meaningful

dialogue, and develop a strong sense of self and purpose. 

Through a variety of curriculums, HBCUs ensure that students gain a deeper understanding

of their roots. The events and discussions we engaged in this month were not merely

celebrations of the past; they were affirmations of our commitment to the future. By

amplifying Black voices and stories, we ensure that the achievements and struggles of our

ancestors are not forgotten, enriching our collective understanding and promoting empathy.

Moreover, HBCUs serve as safe spaces for students to connect with their cultural

identities, fostering a sense of belonging and support. Our commitment to social justice

and advocacy echoes the legacy of HBCUs, as we strive to create a more equitable and

inclusive community.

As we move forward, let us carry the lessons learned this month into our daily lives. Let us

continue to honor the legacies of those who paved the way for us while striving to create a

future that reflects our shared values of equity, diversity, and inclusion.

Thank you for your dedication to uplifting Black voices and histories, your efforts make

Southern University a more vibrant and inclusive community. Together, let’s continue to

preserve our history and empower the next generation of leaders.

John K. Pierre
Chancellor
Southern University and A&M College 
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