chancellor’s

JUNE 2020

I

]

rengti
)V isdom.

ORLANDO F. MSMEANS | RENITAMARSHALL | ANDRAJOHNSON | DAWN MELLION-PATIN |CALVIN WALKER

Chancellor-Dean Vice:Chancellor Vice Chaneellor Vice Chancellor Executive Vice:Chancellor and
for Academic and Student Services far R: h & Technolagy Develog L for Extension & Outreach Director of SUAREC Special Projects
/Associale Dean




NAMED TO GOVERNOR EDWARDS’

C VIDI19

HEALTH EQUITY FORCE

Dr. Orlando F. McMeans, Chancellor-Dean of the Southern University Ag
Center and the College of Agricultural, Familyand Consumer Sciences, has been
named to Governor John Bel Edwards Louisiana COVID-19 Health Equity Task

Force.

“lt is indeed an honor to be named to such a tremendously important and
talented working group,” said Dr. McMeans. “As an African American growing up
in southern Alabama under similar conditions to those most disproportionately
and adversely affected by COVID-19, it affords me an opportunity to lend my life

experiences and expertise to addressing this national issue,” he added.

The task force willfocus on research and actions to improve health cutcomes and
equity for the state’s residents. The group’s progress will be monitored by a
statewide Health Equity Dashboard.

MeMeans was appointed with several other leaders from within the Southern
University: System. These leaders include Dr. Sandra Brown, dean of the
Southern University Baton Rouge campus’ College of Nursing and Allied Health,
who will serve as co-chair of the task force and Dr. Rani G, Whitfield, Southern
University System Board Memberand family practice physician.

Deleso A. Alford, professor of law at the Southern University Law Center; and
Dr. Damien Ejigiri, dean and professor of the Nelson Mandela School of

Government and Social Sciences will serve on the task force's Public and

Regulatory Policy subcommittee, which will focus on policies and' laws that

impact health disparities.

Southern University System President-Chancellor Dr. Ray L. Belton and Chief of
Staff Dr. Katara Williams, were also appointed as part of the task force’s
administration along with SU alum and Commissioner of the Louisiana Board of
Regents, Dr. Kim Hunter-Reed.

Dr. McMeans was also appointed to the Food and Agricultural Task Force. This
task force focuses on'two aspects, to provide industry-specific recommendations
that respond to crisis needs as they evolve and to help safely implement any
COVID-19-related orders from the governor. The task force will also examine
Louisiana’s economic vulnerability and build'a long-term comprehensive game

plan for Louisiana’s economy.




Irene L. Lewis, a Southern University
Agricultural Sciences major with a
concentration in Plant and Soil Science,
has been named the University’s Spring
2020 Chief Student Marshal, the student
graduating with the highest grade point

average in the class.

“l am honored to serve as Chief Student
Marshal to remind the Class of 2020 that
we are resilient,” said Lewis, who
graduated with a 3.9 grade point average.

Irene went on to say that she began college
wanting to graduate as:Le chief student
marshal but admitted that she quickly
learned that a college experience is more

than academics.

“| learned that my college ~éi(perielhceﬂwas
much more important than my grades,”
ﬁggid'Le’Wis. “|t-ris---e_tbq}lt;tﬁ¢ﬁ5febplé yﬁu meet
‘and the memories you make. | never would
‘have thought | would experience “virtual
graduatlon but here we are. | say all of

‘that to say, even hough llfe dld not follow

My
possibilitieg
ARE



“It was difficult starting class almost immediately
after losing the home | grew up in,” said Irene. “It was
even more difficult watching my family have to
bounce back and my siblings adjust to moving to a

new town all in a matter of months,” expressed Irene.

“I think watching how strong both my younger
brother and sister were as well as having my parents,
family, and friends there to love and support me
helped me tremendously,” said Irene. “As | started at
Southern in the College of Agricultural, Family and
Consumer Sciences, | also learned that more than
anything, | had a family away from home and a
support system that would bring me a long way,”

added Irene.

During her college career, Irene was active in several

student organizations.

on ol

\gticulture; N&fufﬁﬁﬁ‘f 4

‘Resources and Related ces (M%NRRS? 5
“o-r'gé?lizationjbr the 2019-2020 year and Region
IV'National‘Undergrad__u’ate Vice Bresident of
MANRRS for the _3018-2019 year wheresshey o
represented the ofganization’s college chapters

in Louisiana, Oklahoma, Kansas, Missouri, and
Texas. Irene wasalso'activeinthe local Southern
University Ghapter of MANRRS where she
served' as both the Secretarys during the
2017-2018 aca&demic year and Historian
during the 2182019 year.

Irene credits her time at Southern University for helping

her grow as an adult.

“Throughout college, I learned a lot about myself and my
leadership abilities. | learned that, through balancing
several organizations, responsibilities, and my personal
life, | needed to take time to take care of me, my needs,
and my wellbeing,” said Irene. “My professors in the
College of Agricultural, Family and Consumer Sciences
taught me how to build a community. My interests have
evolved greatly from my freshman year, but throughout,
they have demonstrated that my possibilities are

endless,” she expressed.

After graduating, Irene will spend the summer as an
intern with the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation.
During the Fall 2020 semester, she will begin working on

hio State

lrene'is a 2!-y_ear-old native of Baton

Rouge bysway ofé€entral, [a. She is
the dahg_ﬁff t Ericand Maura Lewis

and a 2016 graduate of RunnelsHigh
Schaol. -

This article also appeared on

BRproud.com.




My name is Naila McCraney and | am a native of Hammond, LA. | am a Spring 2020 graduate of
Southern University and A&M College with a Bachelor of Science degree in Agricultural Sciences
with a concentration in Plant and Soil Science. While attending Southern University | was a proud
member of the University’s Minorities in Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Related Sciences
(MANRRS), Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Beta Psi Chapter, and Beta Kappa Chi. Outside of the
classroom, | participated in countless service projects, such as the Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank,
STEM Day at Crestworth Elementary, and community clean-ups. | have also had the privilege of
interning for the Natural Resource Conservation Service for the past three summers.
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My name is Brittany Simon and | am a 23-year-old Spring 2020 graduate of Southern University
from Opelousas, Louisiana with a Bachelor of Science degree in Animal Science. Coming to
Southern University, | knew the majority of the faculty and students in Ag. | participated in the
Beginning Agricultural Youth Opportunities Unlimited (BAYOU) Program, which was the best
decision | made coming into college. | joined organizations such as the GEAUX Team, Jags in Ag,
Animal Science/Pre-Vet Club, Rotaract Club, My Sister's Keeper, and Sigma Alpha lota. | also
conducted research with Dr, Renita Marshall during the summer of 2018. My experience at SU was
nothing short of amazing. I've met people who | will cherish for a lifetime.

My name is Serena R, Harris and | am a proud 2020 Spring Graduate of Southern University receiving a
Bachelor of Science degree in Agricultural Sciences with a concentration in Animal Science. As | reflect
on some of the challenges that | faced in my childhood while residing in the small town of Natchitoches,
LA; | am reminded of some obstacles that could have easily hindered me. Nevertheless, | heard a voice
within telling me to press forward and strive for greater. | gained strength and motivation to complete
this educational journey, knowing that one day | would be able to encourage others who were tallied
out, just like me. If you have been counted out by family, friends or haters, just know that you can follow

your dreams and accomplish whatever you set your mind to. It’s never too late.

While matriculating at SU | have maintained Dean's List status and had the privilege to be involved with
several organizations such as BAYOU, Jags to Ags, MANRRS, Animal science/Pre-vet club, and the
Southern University's Gospel Choir.

‘ 4 ' | even had multiple opportunities to gain hands-on experience in the field of animal science and plant

| ok s Nl TR " and soil science by participating in service learning experiences, attending field trips, obtaining an
[ s T g Y P pating Blexp g P g
| - G 1 ~ | assistantship through SU’s Ag Center and interning with Purdue University’s Vet School.
e e ol S ) EA
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: My future plans consist of obtaining a Master's Degree in Public Health and continuing on my journey of
becoming a Public Health Veterinarian to give back to my community, especially helping disadvantaged

W s il Youh.

. Some people counted me out, but God counted me in!l!

' Congratulations Spring Class of 2020l This pandemic can’t hold us back!!!
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My name is Alexis Auzenne, a Spring 2020 graduate of Southern University, | am from Plaisance;

Louisiana majoring in Agricultural Sciences. Southern University has been a major factor in molding
me into the woman | am today. Throughout my years at Southern University | have been a part of
many organizations all while simultaneously keeping my GPA above a 3.5. Some of these
organizations include SU Leads, JagsinAg, MANRRS, Animal Science Club, Honors Society, and
others. | am also a Spring 2018 initiate of The Beta Psi Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
where | had the honor of serving as Vice President for a semester and President for the year of 2019.
Throughout my years at Southern, | was also a student of The Dolores Margaret Richard Spikes
Honors College. | am forever indebted to my family at Southern University and more specifically my |
supportive family in the Department of Agricultural Sciences.
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My name is Isaac Brown. My journey through college was anything but easy. | was a
first-generation student as well as a student athlete. | was also in another state where | knew
absolutely no one. There were so many sleepless nights and even more days where | doubted if |
was cut out for college. Despite all the struggles though | persevered, | made friends and the
faculty in the agricultural sciences department at SU are so helpful and have lots of connections.
They made what seemed impossible, possible. Without everyone that crossed paths with me, |

wouldn’t be where | am today.

| am currently working at Cy-Fair animal hospital in Houston, Texas on a paid internship.
Starting Fall ‘20 | will be attending Texas A&M Commerce getting my masters in biology with an
emphasis in wildlife biology. I am also applying to veterinary schools in various states and

countries for Fall ‘21 admission. | am excited to see what the next year holds for me as | move on

to the next chapters of my life.

il |

My name is Terrell Hills, and | am a 2020 Spring Graduate of Southern University majoring in
Agricultural Sciences with a concentration in Animal Science. Ever since | was a little girl, | always

enjoyed being around animals and have always been interested in becoming a Veterinarian. Over the
years, sometimes becoming discouraged, | always remembered the uplifting words of my
grandmother who would always encourage me to give it my all and always remember that in the midst
of conquering my dreams, don’t forget about those who uplifted me including the endless support
from the community. In 2016, | was a participant of Southern University’s BAYOU Program. As |
matriculated through the university, | became a member of MANRRS, Jags in AG, the National
Institute of Science, Beta Kappa Chi, and the Animal Science Club. In the Spring of 2019, | became a |
member of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. Additionally, throughout my time at Southern, | became very | :
interested in Poultry Science, spending any free time | had learning about poultry. After graduating | f;‘:"';‘;‘-,
from Southern, | plan to obtain a Master of Science then attend a School of Veterinary Medicine | L =

before opening my own practice.
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My name is Brianna Carter, a 24-year-old Southern University graduate from Atlanta, GA. | |
earned a bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Sciences with a concentration in animal science. My
collegiate career at The Southern University has been an amazing experience that | will never
forget. It has taught me a lot about myself and has helped me gain a lot of experience when it i
comes to professionalism and networking, Since being at Southern University, | have been apart
of Jags In Ag, which is a program that supports Southern University students majoring in |
agriculture and exhibits to the rest of the university, as a community of Ag majors, what we do
within our field of study. | was also apart of MANRRS, which stands for Minorities in
Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Related Sciences. In 2017, | held an executive board |
position as the historian for the Urban Forestry Club where | was responsible for taking videos

and photos during social and community service events and running all social media accounts

for the Urban Forestry Club. From 2018 to 2020, | was a residential assistant forthe department
of housing, which involved me creating a safe space within the residential halls for the
community of students that live on campus as well as creating and running different programs
for students on campus to present the opportunity for them to get involved. I also had an
internship with the animal production systems at Southern University, which allowed me to gain |
more experience in lab work and research opportunities. From 2017 to 2020, | was also involved

in the animal science/pre-vet club and participated in various community service activities.

My name is Kristen Williams and | am excited to be an official Southern University Alumni. Both of my
parents studied at Southern University and my mother is a two-time graduate, | have spent many Saturdays
on the bluff as part of the renowned “Jaguar Nation.” Before transferring to Southern University, | was

studying Pre-Pharmacy at Xavier University, located in New Orleans.

Choosing to study agricultural science at Southern University has been one of the best decisions of my life.
On the first day that | stepped foot in Fisher Hall seeking advisement on which direction to go, | met Drs.
Harold Mellieon and Renita Marshall, Both faculty members were kind and welcomed me with open arms

into the program. | have had the opportunity to meet with like-minded professors and faculty as well.

|

Studying agriculture with a concentration in Plant and Soil Sciences led me to meet Dr. Janana Snowden || 1 I

| whowas also very passionate about making sure | had a great journey. Dr. Snowden encouraged me to join
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the organization called MANRRS, being in this organization has given me many opportunities such as
traveling, meeting other people that are a part of the organization, and serving on various community
service projects. | had the opportunity to travel to Kansas City for the national MANRRS conference where Wl &
| also met the company that | interned with during the Summer of 2019. | worked with Land O Lakes at
their headquarters located in Minneapolis, Minnesota in their IT department focusing on AgTech. After Tigrd i e
returning to school that Fall, | received an invitation to visit Penn State University’s STEM Graduate

¥

School’s Open House for a weekend. [

My senior year was by far the most rewarding, fun, and exciting year. | hate that it ended abruptly but | am

very grateful for everyone | have met and all the opportunities that were afforded to me. Special thanks to
| ourU.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Liaison, Ms, Allison Johnson for introducing me to the USDA
and helping me navigate throughout this company. This summer | have received an offer with the USDA's
Foreign Agriculture Service (FAS) where | will be working within the IT department at the USDA's
w headquarters, located in Washington D. C. | have also accepted an offer with Penn State University to

4 9
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obtain a Master’s degree in Informatics. | have only had the opportunity to be a Jaguar for two years and it | ,‘!‘yé‘,z 3.-._:;;
has felt like a lifetime. | have been on the Dean's List consecutively throughout these years and finishing my e
| lastsemester witha 3.4 GPA.

| Thank you again to all the faculty and staff whom | have had the opportunity to meet throughout my
journey as a Jaguar. You wrapped your arms around me as | entered unchartered waters. | stepped out on
faith and you walked side by side with me and provided great guidance. | am forever grateful and will carry
all my lessons with me throughout life. GO JAGS!!!
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SU Ag Center among 1890 Land-Grant Universities receiving scholarship grant from USDA-NIFA

The Southern University Ag Center and the College of Agricultural, Family and Consumer Sciences has been awarded a grant
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA). The grant, which was
made possible through NIFA's 1890 Scholarship Program and authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill, will provide full and partial

scholarships to undergraduate students majoring in the College of Agricultural, Family and Consumer Sciences.

“The Southern University Agricultural Research and Extension Center and College of Agricultural, Family and Consumer
Sciences are elated to be amongst the nineteen 1890 Land-Grant Institutions to receive this stellar and timely scholarship,”
expressed Dr. Orlando F. McMeans, Chancellor-Dean of the SU Ag Center and the College of Ag. “These funds carry the
mandate of advancing the agricultural and food systems via the academic land-grant mission component. We at the Ag Center
and College of Ag view this scholarship as a game-changer, and are thankful to Congressman David Scott of Georgia for

championing this important land-grant educational endeavor,” added Dr. McMeans,

The 1890 Scholarship Program provides scholarships to 1890 Land-Grant Institutes to support recruiting, engaging, retaining,

mentoring, and training of undergraduate students.

NIFA awarded more than $14 million to Southern University and the following institutions: Alabama A&M University, Tuskegee
University, the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, Delaware State University, Florida A&M University, Fort Valley State
University, Kentucky State University, the University of Maryland Eastern Shore, Lincoln University of Missouri, Alcorn State
University, North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University, Central State University, Langston University, South
Carolina State University, Tennessee State University, Prairie View A&M University, Virginia State University, and West Virginia
State University.

It has a mission of investing in and advancing agricultural research, education, and extension to solve societal challenges. To

learn more about NIFA's impact on agricultural sciences, visit https://nifa.usda.gov/impacts.

APPLY NOW!

hip Proge

Student Training in Academics, Research & Service | Realwatlilexperience inyihimalor

(L,‘ conduction research, assisting

e College of Agricultural, Family and Consumer Sciences is professors and interacting with

currently accepting applications for its Jag Student Training in local and state-wide clientele.

Academics, Research and Service (S.T.A.R.S.) 18g0 2

Scholarship. E ~ Must have and maintain a 2.8 GPA
ﬁ to remain eligible for the JagSTARS

In addition to a completed application, each applicant is also scholarship.

required to submit an official transcript, ACT or SAT scores,
Can be awarded up to

$5,000/semester and/or up to
. $10,000/academic year.

two letters of recommendation, and an essay explaining their

‘H
interests and intent to pursue a career in Food and Agricultural "'@"P
Sciences and Related Fields.

Scholarship application is opened
Applications are available at www.suagcenter.com under the | & e E

to incoming Freshman and those

academics tab.. The application deadline is September 1, | R rehitly orifelledin the CARES)

2020.

For additional information on the Jag S.TAR.S. 1890 |
Scholarship, contact Michelle Briscoe-Long at 225-771-2152 #GROW
or email michelle_briscoelong@suagcenter.com. JAGS
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PREPAREDNESS

REP
E EASY

Meal planning is a great way to provide healthy meals for your
Bl family, while saving money and time. It may sound complicated,
but after you have done it once or twice it will become easy.
;Ha‘vi_ng a plan for meals, snacks, and beverages will help you
balanedlout the food groups. Marianna Langston, SU Ag Center’s

Assistant Area Agent for Family and Consumer Sciences in Union

of COVID-19 on May
Extension Disaster ;
Network (EDEN) and the

Foundation.

Jand‘ Morehouse Parishes has provided the following steps to help

make meal planning easier.
: P g

Inventory and organize your pantry, freezer, and refrigerator. Organize
‘ )/ g Y Panty; g g
™ hall a d‘ > .| your pantry by grouping similar items together like canned vegetables,

e town hall provided grains, canned fruits; etc. Check expiration dates on items and move items |
with a platform to discuss | that will expire soon to the front. Inventory the refrigerator and freezer,

best practices in preparfn- making sure to check exp:rahon dates.
2020 Hurricane Season. |

the event was to highligh

Start with a plar'1 forone week, this will make planning easier. Decide how

I ; ; many meals, snacks, and beverages will be needed for the week: Plan
cooperative extension pro | | . 5.
¥ based on what you already have, what is in season, and on sale. Include

dOing and share those resot foods from all five food groups on MyPlate. Be sure to vary protein

communities througa Ju ' ‘ thi;es, use avariety of colorful fruits and vegetables, whole grains, and
Cooperative Extension S-Y ‘ low-fat dairy. Choose a variety of meals that include budget-friendly
} meals and family favorites. Gather your recipes once you decide what you

will be cooking. Make a list of ingredients needed for each recipe. |

Krystle Allen, Extension:

: Compare the items on the list with what you already have and mark them
with the Southern

off the list.

Center, served as a panelis

atri along withi G A grogery list will save you time and money. Having a grocery list will help
Pl : B h M get youinand out of the store faster and reduce the number of trips to the
anning anaga.: ¥ grocery store. Sticking to the list will help prevent impulse buys, which will

Louisiana Governor’s

it : . save you money. Write down items on your grocery list as they get low. |
Homeland Security & E . %, - ! Keep the list in a place that is easily seen and keep a pen close, this will '
Preparedness. Representa - I make it easier to add items,
the University of Florid . \‘;:“ i
Carolina State University, MISSISSIPPI A . _ W . ' aF.
Siat UnlverSIty, .Fl i‘d A&MW- o7 s | Make leftovers into new meals. Think of the £ leftover” as an ingredient in a

 different recipe. Be creative when planning néw meals. Leftover meat

University, Ohio State U e,rSItyr, ancl h"“
£ r‘ i

! could be used in quesadillas, casseroles or a stir fry. Ri;e can be used as a
Tuskegee University also

| new side dish, in casseroles or desserts. Pasta can be turned into a pasta
in the panel., salad or casseroles. Vegetables can be used in casseroles, quesadillas,

ll soup, or anew side dish.

A video of the town hall
https://youtu.be/UxQgqyF

| Theme meals are an easy way to make meals fun and add variety to family
¥ meals. Have family members come up with ideas for themed meals. This
| gives everyone an opportunity to bea part of the planning. Some ideas for
M8 themed meals include pasta night, burger night, throwback Thursday
& (make childhood favorite meals), stir fry night, kid’s choice, and soup and
sandwich night.

EXTENSION DISASTER
EDUCATION NETWORK



Angell Jordan, Family and Consumer Sciences Assistant Area Agent at the SU Ag Center’s Sustainab{elAgriculture and Rural

‘Development Institute (SARDI) assisted the Boy: «Ql@b of A,%@dlana in feedlng area youth during a grab and go meal

distribution on April 30.

i

] Angell aided the orgamzatlon in dlstrlbu:ﬂng hund e
‘ contamed meals for seven days, Whifh’mcluda | breakfast.an ch : |
“Many kids are ‘ol eating all three meals“é%ek@ic’ﬂi‘ lﬁ@ﬁuréﬂ’)utﬁhe a%@fﬁlstratlon team at the Boys & Glrls Club is trying ‘
to make sure that no kld goes hungry while out ofisghot A SQMJ:ordaﬂ‘

. 1 - ‘
The grab and go meal dlstrlbutlons will continue for several weeks and Jordan said she will continue to participate with this

' "BOYSE GIRES CLUBS 1/ ~

The Boys & Girls Cl ub of Acadiana is |®cat ; f Ogelousas, La. For information about the orgamzatlon

and upcoming events, visit https: 1/ www R

. Sk i
SARDI is a satellite _campus of the SU Ag Center housed in Opelousas, La. The institute focuses on improving the
socio-economic well- belng of citizens in rural communitles within a ten-parish reglon of St. Landry, Acadia, Allen Avoyelles, |
Beauregard, Evangelme Lafayette P?mte Coupee, St. Martin, and Vermillion Parishes. '

Ag Center and Front Yarcl Blke Shop prov:cles seed starter kits to youth

SU Ag Center's
starter kits during th

' 'oht Yard Blke Shop, to provide youth with seed

The kits ¢

s Food Stamps that provides economic benefits to eligible,
) teaches people using or eligible for SNAP about proper
rticipants also learn to be physica‘lly active.

7"ret . n yeat:s and operates in13 parlshes throughoutthe
ouge ,;E;a’?t Carronf, East Feliciana, Evangeline, Jefferson Davis, ‘

state of Louisiana: Ascension, Avoye
Madison, Morehouse, St. James Richland an

For additional information about Front Yard Bikes, visit www.frontyardbikes.com. Information about the SU Ag Center’s

SNAP-Ed program is available at, https://www.suagnutrition.com/.



'his webinar provided information on how

:MFEmbers of the Southern :@ﬁversity Ag
webinaron April 16.

The webinar,

attendees withinforr
SU Ag Centers jAGrlculture team consists of Krystle Allen, Extension Associate; Marlin Forcl Ph D., Urban Agricultural
Specialist; Kiyana Kelly, Family and Consumer Sciences Associate Agent; Nicolette Gordon, Assistant Area Agent for youth
developmentjand Angell Jordan, Family and Consumer Sciences Assistant Area Agent. |

The eXtension Foundation is a membership-blased non-profit organization designed to aid the .s. Coopérative Extension
programs from land-grant universities/colleges located in every state and territory in becoming more visible by providing
measurable impacts in support of educational outreach. eXtension is embedded in the U.S. Cooperative Extension System and
serves on the Extension Committee on Orgamzatlon and Pohcyu(ECOP) The organization provides an array of opportunities for
Extension professlonals that foster innovation creation, the adoptlon of innovations at member institutions, and increased

impact of Extension programs. For more information on eXtension membership, please visit www.eXtension.org.

How did the seminar in Ponchatoula benefit

you as a small business owner?

The seminar was informative, providing in-depth

information on how to 'start a business. As
mentioned, | was able to understand business
structures, and creating a strategic plan to establish a
solid foundation. Business plans are roadmaps and
strategic methods to help a business achieve goals.
Since attending the seminar and course, | am happy
to announce | will become a Jani- King Franchise
Owner. As Professor Campbell stated,  “lt is
important to understand your company's fina;n;ia[

health and strategic plans.”

For more information about the certification

programs email certifications@suagcenter.com or

Ardon Frazier

contact =~ Tamika Porter, Project Manager at
225-771-5184 or William Augustine, Project
Coordinator at 225-771-2561.




.'_‘_ NHARCING CAPACITY OF LOUISIANA'S SMALL FARMS AND BUSINESSE!
4 v ® Walker, Louisiana
L’ § e Certlficntlon Graduation

[ ™% G =)
Congratulations t .
7 PLORY

Louisiana community |

and residents reteived cert ¢

the Southern University Ag Cen‘@@ﬁ* B

' - "'ﬁ,tﬁ

b Small f@rmersw local busmesg,es and ¢
Louisiana cémpleted adl Foodg &wfggy atio

Mccomb-Veazey Communlty House. The Food & Farm F"ood S’aety

Certification Program instruction was provided by Dr. Fatemah Malekian,

[}

L'Asia George, and Emily King.

More than 70 residentsiandlocal Small Business owners from Ponchatoula
Louisiana participated .4in_ thel Enhanclng Capacuy s Small Busmess_-
Development Certification Program! The pre program instruction and training
- vas provided by Willie Campbell, Jr., instructor in the College of Business
and Gerald William, ASsocjate Specialist for Commﬁn'if;‘Deyg_lopment at
'+ the'Southern University Ag Center: a0 == -

. Enhancing Capacity of LA Small Farms and Businesses

|
~ TAKING THE CLASSROOM
TO THE COMMUNITY

Featured are participants fromithe Southern University Ag

' Business Development Certification program at the conclug

. series hosted in partnershlp with the House of Pralse COL

*Linking Citizens s with Oppartunities for St

The Southern un.vers.ty Ag Centetls Agricultl Techn FUUD SAFETY CERTIFICATIUN
Assistance and Training Program is bt -t v N

State of Louisiana Division of A =
|4 Developrent with funding by the

Develooment Certification trammg is prﬁwde

Food & Farm Food Safety Training

Master Small Ruminant
Small Ag & Business Development
Sustainable Urban Agriculture

To date, over 30 Parishes have been serviced and more than 1,900
Congratulations to

the Small Business

, p b entrepreneurs of

|+ hands-on training is provided by Southern University Ag Center’s I e R Ponchatoula,
Cooperative Extension Specialists, Extension Associates, Research o Lovisiana!

participants have received certifications through the Enhancing Capacity of

Louisiana Small Farms & Businesses project. Technical assistance and

Associates and Professors in the College of Agricultural, Family and

. Consumer Sciences. The project’s staff includes Tamika Porter, Project
Manager; William Augustine, Project Coordinator; and Joshua McDonald,
IT Support/Assistant and graphics designer.

R P g 5 Y . 2 SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CERTIFICATION

: |
i
L3
g
-'ua
!
- §



Associate Professor of
Urban Forestry, Dr.
Yaw Twumasi and
Department of Urban
Forestry and Natural
Resources students
John B. Namwamba,
Caroline O.
Akinrinwoye, Joshua
Tate, Kellyn
LaCour-Conant
published a paper
titled, “Degradation
of Urban Green
Spaces in Lagos,
Nigeria: Evidence
from Satellite and
Demographic Data,”
in the Advances in
Remote Sensing
Journal. The
publication is
available at

https://www.scirp.org

/journal/ars/.

';'Fc:f)re'stry/G-IS and Remote Sensing, |n|'-‘.the'-'
"-fDepartment “of Urban Forestry and Natura[.;
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' _ The foilowung article:appeared in the Soaety of Amerlcan Foresters publication, |

| oA | e

i FORESTRY SOURCE

| 'Editor’s note; Continuing with profiles of up- -and-coming SAF members who, will contmue 1

‘\managing our nation’s natural resources in the coming decades, this month we: feature

Darrell Str, eet ‘Street brmgs ex‘perlence as a lanidowner, small business owner, and park ;
" “ranger to-the field of urban_forestry He earned an undergraduute degree in political science and a

mdster’s degree in public odmimstratuon at Gramblmg Slate Unwers:ly, and is a Ph.D, candidate i in

Southern

Umuerstty'A&M College’s Urban For;'esti;y and Natural Resourels Depurtment‘ Streeéfoined SAF in|

2016 and is amember of the SU-SAF and Louisiana SAF chapters. In his own words, Si'reetsﬁares the
role of mentors who guided him to urban forestry and the ualue of represenmlmn inthe forestry

professmn HCR, 13 i

Life after high school

After graduating high school, there were limited options for me as a yodng‘ Aﬁéri'c.an
American male. My classmates joined the military, but | entered the workforce and
matriculated at a local community college to gain additional knowledge and skills. |

was inducted into an honor society; however, at that time; coliege was not a top

priority. For the next 10 years, | worked at one of the local factorles in'Osceola,
| Arkansas, purchased a home, started a busmess and' enjoyed the fast life of Memphis,

Tennessee, and Mississippi County, Arkansas. Yet it wasn't satlsfymg, and | realized

that aichange was needed to enhanee my:life.
Discovering my apprect'ation for the outdoors

In November 1997, | departed my community, friends, and family in. Osceola,
Arkansas, for Lincoln Pahsh Louisiana, to pursue'a degree in palitical science at
Grambling State University (GSU). | enrolled in the fall'semester of 1999, and in
spring 2003, | earned a bachelor’s degree in political science, graduating cum laude
That followmg summer; | entered the Master’s of Public Administration pi‘ogram at
GSU. In this program, | met a lifelong academic mentor, Dr. Alexander Appeaning, a

professor in the Public Administration Department and associate vice president of
academic affairs. Dr. Appeaning encouraged me to apply for a position with the
National Park Service because he noticed my love for outdoors. | was hired and
stationed in Everglacles National Park, which is located in South Florida. The rare
opportunlty to work, live, and play.in one of the world’s most diverse wetlands was a

mlnd—changmg experience. My hidden childhood passion and appreciation of the )

humans, and countless' other species that ‘depend on this slow- movmg;rwer for

 survival influenced my awareness of environmental issues and the threats of climate

change and its accompanying variabilities as a result of anthropogemc stressors,
JServing inthe Everglades National, Park s Interpretat:on DIVISiOh allOwed me to, be the
- first point of contact for countless: wsntors which enhanced my commumcatlon skllls

was a prlwlege to serve in the pos:tion Since completlng the Masters of Publlc-"

Administration program in 2006, | have accumulated more than 14 yeai's of service

within Louisiana education, local government, and private industry.
\ . | '}

. great outdoors were fully exposed Havmg firsthand knowledge of the River of Grass'
; (Everglades) ecosystem that is home to alligators, crocodiles, mlgratory birds,

. ‘and ability to communlcate environmental issues to dlverse groups of cltlzens, and -



Opportunities found in urban forestry

|'am a PhD candidate in Southern University A&M College’s Urban Forestry and Natural Resources Department, a landowner, foﬁnder and

. CEO 'of Louisiana Minority Landowner Association, and owner of Tiguar Urban Forestry Consulting LLC. My journey in urban forestry and

natural resources has required a tremendous amount of perseverance and dedication toward becoming a better citizen, Along the way, | have

gained a wide range of personal and professional experiences, and kn_owledge abouturban and community forest ecosystem assessment and

environmentaliissues. | have had the honor of meeting policymakers, foresters, anthropologists, and environmentalists working toward a
better understanding of natural forest ecosystems and the environmental issues |mpact|ng them. Networking with international and national
forestry and natural resources scientists, academic leaders, and the Society of American Foresters (SAF) has allowed me to enhance my
communication skills and research and education knowledge: Through SAF, I've learned from and networked with many scientists and
professionals. My adviser, Dr. Kamran Abdollahi, an SAF Fellow, connected me with opportunities to become a professional in forestry,
These include opportunities to study in China and attend and present scholarly'work at national, regional, and state conferences,ras well as
engage in community tree planting projectswith students; construct pocket parksinunderservedareas; inventory.trees throughout Louisiana;
develop publications; and collaborate with commnity leaders universities, and other stakeholders. These are just a few of the ways | have

worked to connect people to the natural world.

What I'm studying

Understanding an urban forest’s structure, functions, and value can promote management decisions that will improve RUEnIhGalth. and
environmental quality. My research involves characterizing urban forest ecosystems to quantify. their functionsiand valuel using
state-of-the-art peerreviewed methodologies and technology, suchas the iTree Eco Model. The modeling application quantifies the structure
and composition of an urban forest and the ecological and economie benefits of urban trees, including air. quality. improvements, annual
carbon sequestration, carbon storage, and annual avoided stormwater runoff. The results provide baseline data of urban forest ecosystems
that can be used to justify the need to invest in planting, growing, and caring for them. Through a partnership with the Louisiana Minority
Landowner Association, my small, minority“owned company is collaborating with Dr. Yaw A. Twumasi of Southern University A&M College
to use geospatial technology to enhance and increase the economic benefits of resource-limited farmers, veterans, beginning farmers, and
ranchers who reside in Louisiana Congressional District 5. In addition, I'am working in collaboration with partners on a bio-char urban forest
restoration prdject. This project involves applying bio-char, which'is generated from pyrolysis of wood waste, to newly planted spruce pine
saplings in an urban area located in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The findingé show positive irhpaicts of bio-char application on the growth,

_ physiology, and soil respiration of spruce pine saplings, and | will present the research at the 94th Annual Louisiana Academy of Science

Conference.
My role in urban forestry

| want to engage my peers, underserved populations, and community leaders in integrating urban forestry research and recommendations
into their management of urban forests. The state of Louisjana is prone to natural disasters, such as Hurricane Katrina; flooding, such as the
100-year flood of 2016; and frequent tornados in the northern region. Therefore, it is important that there are adequate resources,
representation, and services available for underserved farmers, landowners, and families who may one day lose their homes land, or both
because of these increasing natural disasters. | hope to use my platform for promoting the works of educators, scientists, and professionals

who came before me to inspire a younger generation to embark upon

careers in forestry and natural resources. Through serious community engagement, Il want to increase involvement of underrepresented

groups to assist with creating new initiatives, developing new methodologies, and implementing new policies to ensure that our urban forest

ecosystems are sustainable |nto the future




The future of the profess:on
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SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH & EXTENSION CENTER
and the COLLEGE of AGRICULTURAL, FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES

/’ y») WASH. Clean your hands and frequently
touched items often. Keep hands away
from face, mouth and eyes.

Ay

ISOLATE. Avoid contact with others and

resist the urge to gather in groups.

Maintain 6 feet of distance from others.
TR NN NS,
RELAX. Use isolation periods to find hob-
bies and keep yourself busy. Most of all,

maintain a positive mind!

EDUCATE. With so much information
available, it is imperative to spread facts

from trusted and credible sources.
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