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The Law Center held an in person and 
virtual joint panel with the LSU Law 
Center to discuss the impact of Charles 
Hatfield’s lawsuit that resulted in the 
establishing of the Law Center. Panelist 
included Evelyn Wilson, LSU professor; 
Eric Hatfield, Law Center alumnus 
and grandson of Charles Hatfield; Jake 
Henry, assistant dean of student affairs 
at LSU Law School; and Kenn Barnes, 
attorney. Each panelist gave background 
on the rich history of the Law Center and 
its connection to the LSU Law Center.
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The Southern University Law Center 

hosts joint panel with LSU Law Center 
during 75th anniversary 

The Louis A. Berry Institute for 
Civil Rights and Justice holds virtual 
conversation on the investigation of 

Louis Allen
The Louis A. Berry Institute for Civil Rights 
and Justice held an event titled “The Cases for 
Reparations: From Tragedy to the New Black Wall 
Street”. This event discussed the investigations of 
Louis Allen, the economic implications of slavery 
vs. investments, and the new black Wall Street 
built by the Allen family. 

( to r) Ken Barnes, attorney; Evelyn Wilson, LSU professor; and Eric Hatfield, Law 
Center alumnus and grandson of the late Charles Hatfield, discuss Hatfield’s legacy 

and the Law Center’s history.
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Southern University’s Baton Rouge 
landmass was the first stop for Green 
Enterprise’s College to Career initiative 
tour. The series of on-campus events 
brought together entrepreneurs, state 
officials and thought leaders to discuss 
solutions to create a point of entry in the 
emerging cannabis industry, as well as 
meaningful pathways to success.

Topics covered during the symposium 
included the State of Louisiana’s Medical 
Marijuana Program, the Business of Growing Medical Marijuana, Cannabis and the Endocannabinoid 
System, Southern University’s Cannabis Research Initiatives, Equity and Justice, the State of Louisiana’s 
Hemp Program, International Cannabis Law, Cannabis Pharmacology, and a Roundtable discussion of 
Hemp Growers.

The event also featured a Hemp Growing 101 session which provided participants with hands-on 
training.

SULC and SUAREC host the 2022 
Cannabis Symposium

news

Cannabis Symposium vendor table displays

Southern University Law Center 
hosts meet and greet event for 

Scripps National Spelling Bee champion 
Zaila Avant-Garde 

The Southern University Law Center welcomed Zaila 
Avant-Garde, the first African American to win the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee. Southern University and Baton 
Rouge officials celebrated her accomplishments at a special 
meet and greet during her last stop of her seven-city tour. 

Zaila Avant-Garde and Chancellor John Pierre
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SULC enters into partnership with 

pioneering horticulture lighting 
business

The Southern University Law Center received a $500 donation from VOLT Grow® to 
support social initiatives during an upcoming partnership announcement. The partnership 
will help support initiatives of the Law Center’s Cannabis Compliance, Law, and Policy 
Institute.

Through the SULC Cannabis Compliance, Law, and Policy Institute, the Law Center 
seeks to engage with various cannabis companies to help SULC students understand the 
landscape and opportunities within the cannabis industry. The Institute has helped to 
promote education, research, and understanding of the issues pertaining to the cannabis 
industry through expungement events, small business incubators, educational events, and 
other social initiatives. 

“Donations such as those from VOLT Grow® allow SULC to continue to create 
programming that will educate not only SULC students but the community as a whole,” 
said Marla Dickerson, Associate Vice Chancellor of Innovation and Strategic Partnerships 
and Initiatives at Southern Law Center.

“As a manufacturer of high output, commercial LED grow lights, our products are most 
commonly purchased for cannabis cultivation. VOLT Grow® is proud to partner with 
Southern University Law Center to support another side of the cannabis industry–– the 
legal side,” said Casey Brynjolfsson, Outreach for VOLT Grow®. “We hope our donation 
will help their social justice initiatives and benefit those affected by the criminalization of 
cannabis.”

VOLT Grow® brings performance and style to indoor horticulture businesses. VOLT® is 
a pioneer and innovative leader in the lighting industry, as the first company to design and 
manufacture its own high quality outdoor lighting products, and also ship them directly to 
consumers and professionals with the highest level of customer service to be found anywhere.

The Southern University Law Center would like to thank VOLT Grow®, an LED Grow 
Light brand, for their donation and support to the Law Center.



STUDENT EVENTS
The Southern University Law Center’s 
Student Bar Association hosts lecture 
series to teach current SULC students 
how successfully navigate through law 

school
The Law Center’s Student Bar Association (SBA) held a lecture series titled 
“What I Wish I Knew” that provided tips and advice to current students 
on how to flourish during their first year of law school.

Taylor Allen
Taylor Allen received a summer internship with Navy JAG Corps in Washington, 

DC. As a Navy JAC Corps intern, Taylor will be assigned to a legal command/
staff and gain experience in traditional Navy JAG Corps practice areas such 
as military justice, legal assistance, and command services.

Student Highlights



Kenya Parker 
Kenya Parker earned a public interest law internship with Thurgood Marshall 
College Fund for summer 2022.

stUDent hIGhlIGhts

Alumni Highlights
Kathy Nesbitt

The City and County of Denver’s Career Service Board has hired Law Center 
alumna Kathy Nesbitt as executive director of the Office of Human Resources 

(OHR). 

Valeria Williams
Alumna Valeria Williams has a new role as associate general counsel with the 
Tennessee Titans.
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Kimberly Slay Holmes 
Alumna Kimberly Slay Holmes has joined the Litigation and Dispute Resolution 

practice group as an of counsel attorney at Spencer Fane LLP.

Colette Battle
Alumna Colette Pichon Battle is a recipient of Open Society Foundation’s 
Justice Rising Award. Battle is one of the 16 awardees who inspire, innovate, 
and mobilize people in the fight for racial justice in the United States. 

alUMnI hIGhlIGhts
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Upcoming Events
Becoming Fierce 

in the Practice of 
Law Series

Cultural 
Competency 

Series

Alumni Round-Up 
2022
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